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wy Tener WAR Th TH vio T 


By George Marlen 


THE workingclass is surrounded not masterly strategem the intcrnation- 
onl hy faetem ut senso by Tilustvons, al-bourgcoisié; led by the pritich 
and deceptions. “To berable to~as=° political wizards; is. accomplish} 
Certain correculy What ‘is fact and ine’ the difficult task of bringing 
what 1Sp aaduston is a-halimerk*or its spearhead, Nazi Germany; to the 
a Wetec  OuLy DP Separavineetne berderreeta tie “Soviets oUnt Ons A 
realerrom Vtne “imaginary "can the  brivér sumvey om tite. most vital 
workers clearly see the course of angles “of the present historical 
Mistory, and consciously pursue setting will reveal whether the 
their fight agains. their enembes. working¢class is facing an inmter-im- 
purialist war or a; carertéed crfort 
When Chamberlain on Sunday Septem- of the entire imperialist world to 
Mero l95S declared that "asstave attack -and“divide the burocratical-= 
of war" existed between Hitler and ly strangled proletarian State. 
himself tthe-impression-was ereaved 
that humanity-is«faced with the Se- Issuing directly out. of the World 


cond World War, basically the same War of 1914-18, the proWetarian 
as the war conducted by the linper- revolution in Russia wrenched a 


falist) powers in 1914-18. lhe gsen- huse chunk of the @lobe out of the 
eral reaction has been to accept clutches of international imperiel- 


uncritically this impression creat= ism, Thies babraine Of the interma= 
ed by the imperialists. tionalstructs from the free use of 
Russia's vast sources of supply of 


wicelactve los that’ thas declaration raw eee Uhe Caner -Poreqen 
of war was a subtle cece ption of trade monopoly and the closing of 
the’ masses [concealing “from their Russias to-' the exploitation by 


view what is actualiy in prepara- foreign capital added to the ine 
tLOn> * aneimperialbst drive; with tensification of the crisis of 
Nazi Germany as the Spearhead, Capi tadi sims The capitalist coun- 
against the Soviet Unione Yaving tries nave been convulsed by their 


become accustomed to sés war with- own contradictions of social pro- 
out formal decleraticn of state of duction and private accumulation 
War, theesuperficial minds are un= end’ class divisions. Yet the ba- 
Bole to envifeape The -possikility- ad ste contradiction of modern sockty 
the reverse, namely, a declaration since October 1917 has been the 
of war without actual war. dittergnce invthe formset property 
exretane in “the capitalist coun= 
Mieesenene -ofsa Nazi drive against . tries (on the one. hand and. in the 
hussia which the world bourgeoisie Soviet Union on the other. An at- 
adopted after the rise of Hitler tempt to resolve this contradic- 
haS not changed one whit and has tion was made by the imperialists 
really received an emphatic reiter- in 1918-20, The attempt was de~ 
ation in the new maneuvere By mak= feated by the Russian masses, who 
ing adroit uss of such a devisé as at that time were guided by’ a ree 
verbal declaration of war,Chamber- volutionary policye 
lain and Hitler with superb crafts 
mans hip are engineering an intri- The contradictions within their 
cate Second Muniche Throug' this own system drive the bourgeoisie 


of different countries to war among crown colony of the new Germany. 
themselves. But the dread of pro- The economic and political gains 


letarian revolution, weighing like Of the capitalists mi their scheme 
a horrible nightmare upon tho-minds of securely enslaving™ the toiling 
of the capitalist exploiters peas masses would be incalculable. 
restrained them and has been drive 

ing them to seek the means of cn- One of the fortunate features atten- 
suring ajnew stability LOU ikea déng the rise of the Russian pro- 
system, through the opening of hus letarian State was the fact that 
sia to capitalism and wiping out not a single major European imper- 
socialized property. The memory lalist power bordered .on/the So- 


of: thevRussian- Revolutions halting Viet Unions, This constituted a de- 
the first world war has not been proe:,otyicatety, for, thes covey 


completely eradicated from the state, both under, Lenin.and, under 
minds of the German, French and the Stalinist burocracy.s Wor) many 
other workerSe With the remnants years.) Lhe French amperialisteniene= 
of October standing as a witness deavored to ‘give body . to their 
of the successful. rising,against plans to invade and. destroy the 
the capitalist class,for the major Russian proletarian Statee pM aY a 


imperialist powers to engage in an landmark on the pathway of the 
inter-imperialist war would be tan- French imperialist design was the 


tamount to suicide, no matter what now extinct Little Entente which 
imperialist power emerged victori- was/tos(serve jas. !the springboard 
oussAn attack on the Soviet Union, for the attack upon Russiae The 
however, 12. successrul, would  @1ve Chief -obsitacivess were: ) tne diivismon 
the decaying capitalist systema amonz the imperialists themselves 
new, lease on lifee An unsuccess- eaused( by: the treaty of Versailles: 
ful attack upon .the Soviet Union and, above all, the powerful,revo- 
the bourgeoisie would hope to ter- lutionary-minded, pro-Sovict Ger- 
ininate in a compromise with Staln- man workingeless situated between 
isme France and» her) VYassals onthe lunes 
Sian DOrdsTs THOSE wor the 
Since) the ~termination,of . the, war Nazis transformed the situation,of- 


of 1914-1918 the weakest link in fering a fcasible setting; for doing 
the capitalist system has been Ger- away with the alien body in tne co- 
imanye The German bourgeoisie, tote mity of states bascd upon private 
tering: on the brink of »proletarian property of (theimeans of, .produc= 
revolution, was saved again and tion and, exchanzés +The; Little Bue 


again only by the opportunist for- tentc was discardede Instead) ,a 
ces within the German and interna- plen was evolved to forge Nazi Gere 
tional workingclasse The advent many into a spearhead for an ate 
of Fascism in Germany marked a tack against lake? WESyoni@leng, hort vopay5 
turn (an the) pold cyto they Brim leg This necess itavedyythce rearmtang ger 
and French imperialists. To con= Germany, still in an acute stage 


tinue applying the blood-out-of-a- of crisis, and bringincahervve Une 

turnip..policy.of Versailles would. “Russicn frontiers 

inevitably result in a new and ex- 

tremely powerful revolutionary cone The -treatyyo PVersaillesiwasatorn 

vulsion which might cngulf France up —— not only by Hitler but also 

itself and all Europe. Germanyim~ by the. Britishwond/ French imecriake 
perialism: must. be.g¢iven a breath ists. German imperialism was given 

Of alr, and, sustenance without a free hand to rearme 

thereby sacrificing the interests 

of the British and French imperia- Logi¢ally, . the. Nazis could mares 

listse The problem could be sole upon Moscow with the greatest ef- 

ved by carving up RusSia among the fect conly Uhrough Poland, (Tae ob= 

big powers and allowing the German stinate Polisn bourgeoisie had to 

Capltalists, to build» an -empire be subduede A decisive attack upon 

with the rich Ukraine forming a Foland could be organized by create 


ing a nutcracker through the Nasi 
eCGeupation of Czechoslovatias Ald 
thi in turn had been prepared by 
altos, complete ereinelenont of 
Veecroslovalia throw Ute cei zure 
Omelet t Ae TWeptrapeay oO. ole 
Pustrian workers, Sec. tne paultern 


Roe whe ordeal tisemmemcs ses re the 
Sia li states Ivine east 0. Cerunany 


were Tated to snecure. The suspie 
Chon” of She wereers in these cole 
tries Go geweeerin vrance, Bnelund, 
Uri] Uva? aUcieeger ena “it vive Soviet 
Chi 9a eee the Deore al a aos 
averted Dy meand oF the smokesercen 
OL Meee sani 2 aa Crs Jha ks 
WOrewor mem Coane 1vobs curdrtiy he 
Si@encer “Sie. I Peance -oLY. ne ‘Cons 
Pesce: of  Firdinec Sid inegelend in 
toc reartwine Oo: Geren inPoertad bain 
Mnd its Stead advance an the drec- 
CLO wOly theron tle SOU re corel é 
Were. assistiod; Dy © the stalinists 
Cae Mel VE Se 


ts pea linist’ burceracy hes-wiveys 
HSeA CONSChOUS" “Of 4thue- TWO -dun-ers 


acres ae A ESe st Gees CNISU CiICO's 
rye. danger sfLrom ‘the vroletcriat 
Wat successfully warded off bs the 

Pies COMRIYE OF at | Op Loy vias a. 
Ziemoe podicy OF di vertange "Uns Or 
Perot ror wie Lent St Dati. ere 
perid ‘of van Jip iriell ew attack 
Stalinism attempted PO sources aL 
ENOCiGVoV ae) te) GAG OLY EG PODS 
SCE ue eNO BOL eGo | Oey ae 
now with one,now with another cap- 
ttalist. powers Paes fr Ot le 2k 025) 
to 1934 Stalin 9 Lary oe rbile German 
DouUrgc Ove Ves og anst weno Frenne. 


Danse ie coe mentee | 5 Oe nlare taney len CNC 
Forts  GOtmCOmsony Wit Wie aieh: ain 


perialism 
anti=-rrench 
eer iany e 


ABA LUSL jeioven Mane ehevcw i oMlge 
Ole Cit awnOme Ox haz kL 


oemine g<rowine  acutéeness. of tie 
feMation within the canvitelis 
a eomcompellod’ the Frenchy,  fol= 
LOWiapithe lead of the astute Bris 
.SN,tO abandon the Treaty of Ver- 
‘ili eomemd work with Hitler and 
usso lima. fe Moentch Accord, its 
Mmy stcrious" ot annexes, made 
a Werieerin @eirar vo Statin that 
the up eriairesss had at last arrie 
ved at a full uncerstundiny regard= 
ing -ihe’ Soviet mien, Tans ominous 
situation vas driviae the Soriut U- 


Ssurper to make one last desperate 
endeavor to divide the imperialists 
Oot oweiG. bielr Concerted action 
Ae ae etes DOM eb. UL One Tir Sharp 
COMNCres suo. Ue, recent “Orrenvat ion 
iMag a Ola Tore rapprocnemeny 
With “tie vcermen- imperialists, of 
fering Unem tremendous material ine 
GueGhieny’ tO * Grn thelr” cannon pon 
tite, Western rmperialists. ite Ler 
Seenect le wnavereccen led "the “oltre, 


but “vaAsre™ can hardly “be any’ doubt 
that tae ~NWitlber<Sta lin” (‘Pact was 
secretiy “worked “ont “by titler and 


Pubs ce es Oe uss SLO ee Grlemoer lat} 
Bnd" WeEwaarer~s: PL ant vDulati ia the 


Pact Tiitter and Chamberiain tempo- 
rary rye “aise. oiled any suepicicn a- 


revoluvionary worsore of 
and other countries 
ery a wUuCmea., Ua lOn= 
oreo ana a) Vide 


mong te 
TOP ME, Pre|eice 
that there “Yas. bee 
surcie, Crlow” “se 
the Soviet Unione 
Streririgcverely elie vaual facts of 
Ui SLUT OM Lim Orem Guie SToVG OF 
Morey isu analysis, should. we con- 
CUrCe a au Cerwol, Tinoemlalian “ab 
Poeeoree cmt nts worl cat pode 
Cait pe Ola ere. 1 Gre. Ol area ly. Clie 
ace Pal ny inversimnortatict war? 
Vosolatcly not! 


To-ernesy = bpcureecistre - know ae 
the, Sor pete oa tthe Prenci. impere 
ied sts took precautionary measures 
anc armed themselves. to.the tectire 
Unlike “the Kaiser's Germany, the 
Waglis Cén have no illusion on the 
Score), of Anericaun imperialism cn- 
Umit ome er brie el CON bins Side) Om 


Qn 


Meee Vt WE Gloom Vemuunes Manes a 
Loolmsrey “orientation ageinet,-tne 


Weste Even in a prolongca war her 
Cannot hope to vanquish amcrivcan 
impenialism which is much wore powe 
Criul today than Wtwenty=live yeers 
f 206 Besides, & prolonged wer 
would without doubt mature th> re- 
VOIOUonery) (erisi sin. Huncpe, .ess 
PEC remit Germans It is ¢cleer 
Civetweat ces: tc Tsuders of 7ermen 
inperiaivem siddonly Jost all ubie 
itv of cougine a given situation, 
Gernan imperialism nust continue 
in its Eastern orientatione 


St:etin, shrewd and penetrating, is, 
of course, net fooled Dy, tho mock 
wir in the Weste The striking sie 


- 4 


lence of the mosu gigantic war ma- 

chinory. in western Europe speaks 

eloquently. for itself... To any so- 

ber ..observer. the vague and tcrse 
French communiques of "contacting 
the enemy," .of.oecupying & wood in 
UNG GGari,, Med Loire %. ae we Ls mee ie 
BRULLS wae herb) r Ocl 1G Wee pate en 
sure, on Foland, by |Lic simaine on ia 
few, boats in.tne, Atlantic sare whol- 
Ly unconvincing... To, a, -Markise these 
ake yOovi0Us means, sho <delnden tie 
MasSCS » One. recalls to-mind the 
business investments in destruc- 
tion in. the. movie! industry. in 
the process of producing a motion 
pnicture,to give a touch of reality, 
HOUSCS., are ,,.bDURNed, down, . trains 
wreckced,planes, burned, ships sunkes 
And the. profits: collceted in dimes 
and quarters are hardly to be come 
pared to the immense booty the 
world impericlists are looking for 
ward to through the dismembermcnt 
of the Soviet Unione 


But if the imperialist attack upon 
the. Soviet Union «the home land.of 
Stalinism, in line with the peremp- 
tory, command, of. Uhe interests of 
capitalism, is. throatensd, why then 
dow ~theapololinestst) hide iron: the 
workers this ominous «spect of re- 
ality? The reason is oObviousie. The 


eycs.of the Stalingst and, of many 
ethcr confused radical workers for 
many ycars have been focused on 
the. burocratically strangled Soviet 
Union, viewing it as the brign t 
beacon of hope for oppressea mass-~ 
CS. The knowledge of the fatal 
truth, of the, -pessibilivieore tno 
approaching: ond wy U0) jae a Oe meer 
dent hopes would stir their minds. 
They would begin to sense that only 
a. revolutionery struggle against 
the imperialists can forestall the 
attack upon the Sovict Union. But 
Stalin fears revolution above all, 
for that. would arouse the Russian 
masses. against the burocracye 


It is the deeperooted dread of re- 

volution that prompts the Stalin- 

ist b2zocrats to blindfold the wor- 
kerse That. is .why the headlines 

in the Daily Worker arc bristling 

with fakery such as "French Army 

Strikes at Nazis on Western Front" 

(September 5,1939) which coincides 

with the deceptions of the capitae 

list.« press concerning ~ the,“ Wearon 
the Western Frohte" 


Numerous signs, multiplying, 
mistakeably attest to the fact 
the ecctuel wor. is), -contineds Lo 


une 
Tea euet 
rO- 
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land, while the "war" between Ger- 
man and French and British imper- 
ialism is a make-believe ware Cer- 
tainly sharply different were the 
very first days of the war of ll4~ 
1918 with the bitter, envenomed 
struggle between the rival imper- 
bolist gangs: Thics hasbeen noted 
also by bourgeois writerse Review- 
ing the first nine days of the"Se- 
cond World War,"The New York Times 
on September 10, 1939 wrote: "The 
Virtual © Vabih quiet.”.. on-authentic 
news from the western front con- 
trasted sharply with the first days 
of August 1914, when the World War 
beg: ae" 


Neither in 1914 nor at iany time 
during the World War did the om 
battled German, and French soldiers 
leisurely indulge in swimming par- 
ties in full view of each other as 
in the present "war" (New York 
Dimes peScpte 9, 1959,)«, ) While in 
1914 neutrals were stunned by the 
rapidly unfolding titanic struggle 
on both Eastern and Vestern Fronts 
ineagruac present... fake war there is 
perplexion over the obvious inacte 
ivity on the Western Fronte "Ja~ 
panese public opinion is perplexed 
by the apparent inaction of Germary 
asuewell das. of. the Allies..on the 
western front and the press isaske 
ing whether the Anglo-French Coalie 
ttonve ead -Germany, .really. mean. to 
fight." (Hugh Byas,New York Times, 
Sept.e 9, 1939) 


thus. ther beurgeois: press itself, 
incautiously, offers clues to the 
ereatest capitilist, swindle in iall 
nistorye 


Clearly the strategy -and tactics 
of the bourgeoisie have been chang- 
ing in accordance with the exigen- 
Cies of circumstancese It conducts 
War without declaration, as in the 
case of Germany ageinst Poland; it 
declares war without prosecuting it 
as iNew hee sense. . of England and 
France "against" Germanye The 
Stalinist burocrats here and there 
indicate that the situation is 
perfectly clear to theme They see 
that over eighty per cent of Ger- 
nan armed forces are thrown upon 
weak Poland nearly seven hundred 
miles from the Western Front, with 


Hitler taking personal command in 
the drive towards the Sovict frone- 
reekae 


In a very tricky way, intentional- 
Ly ,contusine, the ,breacherous “Har= 
ry Gannesses put out. crumbs of 
truth .so that later they can have 
something to fall back upon end 
Cloins. Lhavethey have, warned, the 
workerSe 


tiles Laelcd lo uo. repent Mere) bre 
important maxim of the famous 
military strategist, Klousewltz 
— ‘War is the continuction of 
politics by other means.' 

"Thus, Noville Chamberlain, Dala- 
dier,, Sir John Simon, Bonnet— 
all these Munichmen who brought 

omthe extension of this second 
imperialist war — are still in 
Of fi Ce. 1D POWEN« 

"Have they given uptheir hopes 
of stirring up a powerful storm 
that. would.fan, the flames of war 
only in the direction of the Soe 

viet Union? 


"The. answor must be, by no 
mMCaANnSe 
WTbAt. poites Or) 2inial, ¢chemings 


of these gentlecinen who encourcag- 
ed the wNagii, barbarians Lo ate 
tack Poland this time have been 
destroyed by the formal oute 
break of war there is no doubt! 
(Harry Gannes, Daily Worker, 
Scpte6,1939. My emphasis-G.M.) 


Bits of truth are well mixed with 
falsehoods. che perspicacious 
Stalinist expert admits that Chame 
berlain andi. otber leaders. of: ‘the 
Western imperialists encouraged 
the. attack. upon Poland. He also 
knows that "the original schemings" 
were "to atteck the Soviet Union, 
that "War is continuation of poli- 
tics by other means," yet he adds 
the chloroform that the outbreak 
of war put an end to the politics 
of Chamberlain-Daladier-Hitler-Mus- 
solinie 


But only a day before Gannes wrote: 


"However British reaction even 
now would gladly come to terms 
with other representatives of 
German reaction for channeling 
the war exclusively against the 


USSR at 
of Polande 
"AngloeFrench Munich treachery 
has by no means been exhausted 
by the outbreak of extended im- 
perialist ware 
"Then, there can be a 
peace." 


the immediate expense 


Munich 


"Cddly" enough the Stalinist buro- 


crats are ‘not. the only ones who 
féar “to tell the workers= that: the 
"war tan tie: Wee tetia cimouer te 1 On Gm 


specious cloak for the “attack’ a~ 
gainst the Soviet Union, with the 
war against Poland being a phase 
of removing the geographical ob- 
stacle lying between Nazi Germany 
and the USSRe Trote ky, .for ;the 
reason that he is the ‘original and 
direct partner of the Stalin-Zino- 
vieveKamenev gang which tore down 
the Bolshevik Party and countere 
revolutionized the Comintern, fol- 
lows along in the general path of 
the Stalinist systeme Essential- 
ly a Stalinist, Trotsky must ‘as/al~ 
ways politically collaborate with 
the Stalinist: burocrats. Therefore 
he must support the fake that Ilit- 
ler is fighting England and’ France, 
that. “the pact “with-sta lin. eaves 
Hit ber eth sop portrun tty. 


WIRwO Pale tO abba Chor Oem anid 
to conduct a war against England 
and  ‘Frarce, Hitler: needed tiie 
friendly ‘neutrality’ of .the Us 


OR, plus Sovieu raw materialise 
The -pobite ca band “commer cra 
pacts *-assureis Mitlen of -botie 


(Leon Trotsky,Socialist Appeal, 
Sept. 9, 1939) 


Trotsky's henchmen,the Cannons and 
Shachtmans,following their Master's 
line,have swung into a new campaign 
of deception of the workers with 


the cry "The Second World War Bee 
gan Friday at 5:45 A.M.e(New York 
Time). Two gigantic combinations 


of world powers are locked in mor- 
tal combate” (Socialist Appeal, 
Sept.’ 5)°'1939))o “This war’ is ‘being 
fought solely to decide which ime 
Yerlalist power shall dominate the 
wor ta. Wo Cibias) 


Pairenbe neintam tamenn 
well-inf ormed 


us to accuse such 
people as the Trote 


skyite leaders of not knowing the 
British, the French and the German 
lmperialistse That \ the. British 
and French bankers have been finar 
cing the rearmament of Germany and 
virtually own German heavy indus~ 
try is common knowledge among peo- 
ple who have taken the trouble of 
surveying the imperialist relations 
in Europe since the advent of Hit- 
ler. Nor are the Trotskyite lead= 
ers unaware of the fact tnat the 
"war" is being "fought" chiefly in 
the headlines of the capitalist 
and the opportunist press. But the 
task is to carry out Trotsky"s po= 
licy of tailending the central fea- 
tires “of / the" Stalinistui ines * ahr 
consequence the Trotskyite leaders, 
Wie vat walls avolabscag wigke . winyshc 
there is hardly anytHng that looks 
like a mortal combat of imperialist 


giants, brazenly copy the bour- 
Beois, Stalinist “fakery © sand ‘pass 
it on to the bewildered workerSe 


"So far the war has been fought 


more fiercely in the head lines 
than =“at  vher front. Batverirves 
of four-inch type have been 
rolled out by the newspapers 


and they are keeping up a stead~= 
y screech Of, Pivesig Denials 
come back at them in tiny para- 
eraphs'© ‘Tike tite unheard “eli els 
of a popefuUne 

"Nevert heles's),-" tne’ peaivuy ais 
sufficiently there. Hitler's 
armies afe approaching WarsawWe 
Franco-British troops are moving 
szingerly across the German frone 
tier in’ the Sear where miles 
rather than yards separate stne 
Siegfried and Maginot lines. 
British planes have carried out 
a numbers" ol = tentatlve “raids 
over German territory. The Bri- 
tish> Pveetrei sin 1 ts blockade 
positivons im the North Sea and 
eight merchant ships have been 
Suni iby ome "slde “or 'Uhe-oumers 
Only the —pacifist Tiverals, of 
yesterday — today the loudest 
of the warmongers — are begine- 
Tie eerecree' ch “‘Hoarse1y to 
more fOree Those who are con- 
ducting this war know it is go- 
ing to’ be a long and bloody one 
and the Franco-bDritish strategy 
is based entirely upon that per- 


(Behind the Lines, 
Socialist Ap- 
1939) 


spective." 
by George Stern, 
peal, Sept. 11, 


Spreading the bourgeois illusion 
that there is a war between the 
German and the British imperialists, 
Trotsky goes to such. lengths of 
confusing . the workers, «as even ‘to 
tell. them that {the Soviet, Union 
has taken Japan's place in the 
axiss 


"In reality the USSR took Ja- 
pan's place in the structure of 
the axis. The help of the dis- 
tant Mikado to the military op- 
erations -of. Hitler in Europe 
would have an almost illusory 
charactere On the contrary , 
the, shelp of Stalinrnas-2 deep, 
real value." (Leon Trotsky 
Socialist Appeal, Sept. 9,1939) 

Trotsky avoids @w the workers 
that the Mikado will adix'to: stzite 

au the Soviet... Unionsingthe Far 
Bast to synchronize the attack 
with that of Hitler. Trotsky does 
not tell the workers that not only 
to Japan Very mmich in the’ .AXis, 
Die vial the *britishy # French and 
American imperialists are the in- 
visible partners in the "Anti-Co- 
mintern Pact." All opportunists 
are helning the bourgeoisie to mud 
dle the understanding of the work- 
ers by Spreading the illusion that 
there is a Second World War bet- 
ween imperialist campse Lovestone, 
up to his ears in Stalinist crimes, 
Chimes in with Stalin and Trotsky: 


"War Breaks Out 
perialist Powers 
for Domination." 
September 9, 1939) 


in Europe,Im-= 
Lock iit Fipnt 
(Workers Age, 


The deception about the war on the 
Western Front spells fatal conse~ 
quences for the world proletariate 
Inflexibly firm clarity’ is an in- 
dispensible condition for the work 
ers, lacking which they are doomed 
to perpetual enslavemente 


Had the workers been enlightened 
regarding: the irue facts of the 
degeneration of the Soviet Union 


and the true nature and method of 


is 


the Stalinist desolating scourge, 
they wonid havo heen spared tus 
bloody disasters which capitalism, 
aided by the opportunists, inflic- 
ted upon one section of the inter- 
national proletariat after another 
They would not be standing now at 
the threshold of the most harriblo 
nightmare of oppressione The need 
of the hour is enlightenment of 
the workers, particularly of the 
advanced workers who follow Stalin, 


Trotsky, o and other “deserters of 
Marxisme The situation must be 
made clear to theme A specific 


historical circle is coming to an 
ende Thanks to the Stalinist re- 
action, the flower of the European 
proletariat has been crushed. The 
German proletariat,the most power- 
ful in Europe, because it was pre- 
vented from overthrowing capitalism 
during the revolutionary crises in 
1918-1919 by Kautsky, Hilferding ,; 
and other Socialist renegades, and 
agat™ in 1923 and 1930-32 by Social 
Democracy,and primarily by Stalin, 
Trotsky, Bukherin, Zinoviev and 
oOuherm —-betrayers: .of Lenin and de- 
serters of Bolshevism, lies pros- 
trates under the bloody  neel-of 
Nazisme Witn a steady hand and an 
iron nerve Hitler has terrorized 
the German masses and transformed 
tiicme inte mids baryesro bots to be 
used to destroy root and branch 
every vestige of the October Revo- 
lution. Hitler and the world bour- 
geosie count upon the Nazi mili- 
tery’ machine frantically tearing 
through toward Moscow and Lenin- 
grade Aside from gathering the 
tremendous material and political 
gains, the world bourgeoisie seeks 
to wreak their sanguinary vendetta 
upon “a million objects abounding 
in memories of the greatest revoe 
Vitienvot all times. Hitler's dy= 
namite thrust will be too powerful 
for the Russian masses,unless they 
and the entire world proletarict 
adopt the Leninist policy of the 
overthrow of the Stalinist buro- 
cracy and the extension of October 
throughout the worlde 


Stalin,far from having "abandoned" 
the proletariat, will hand down to 
tiesremnanuse 1.0L -lLhe. Comintern an 
ultra-Leftist line of purely mili- 


tary sabotage in capitalist coun- 
tries wand (lof! vicious chounding ior 
revolutionary workerse Trotsky, 
Lovestone’ andi. their Licutenants, 
notwithstanding their hollow de- 
Clamations against Stalling’ will in 
one way or another hang on to Sta- 
lin as before,for they are intense= 
ly intertwined in the crime of 
building the Stalinist. reactione 


Driving the Russian: mass¢s by word 
and: whip msStadin vwillb conducta 

reactionary war to compromise with 
the imperialists. and thus attempt 
to preserve his burocratic system 
ons uhes} backsipoi the iworkers and 
peasants Sof 2 Theigocoviet Uni one 


For the workers of the Soviet U- 
nion the revolutionary policy must 
be: Against the ultras Leftist 
policy of defeatism for the Stalin 
ist army, beca Russia is a pro- 
letarian Statc,7horribly distorted 
by the burocratic diseases No con- 
fidence ignmithemerimunadl Stalinist 
gang which bargains with capitalism 


behind the backs of the masses, 
Selling them out to the bloody im- 
perialistse No; (compromise) wit i 
Stalinism underMatealVanisn* a 
victory for (jhe Russ famyanowinter— 
nevionel: proletariat VWs excluded, 
and a defeat a certainty. Expose 
Stalinism, build the new Bolshevik 
Party ay horder (tow | termed Heaters he 
Stalinusy | cancer, land. trensiomn 

Ste lines wourocrative #iwal Ralaenea 
revolutionary war against imperical- 
LSMe 


se 


ra. Gila 
supreme 
the masks of 
of Stalin, 

other betrayers 


capitalist icountriesivthe 
Leninis ten tasks )vommtic~ne 
Marxism “off the faces 
Trotsky, Lovestone and 
and confusers $§ 


‘This is the only means left to fore- 


stall a century-long agony of the 
toiling masses, to win the van-= 
guard of the proletariat and the 
masses for the revolutionary strue 
Ble against capitalism! 


New York City 


September 11, 1939 
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STALTN'§ ARMY CROSSES TEE BORDER 
In connection with the march of Stasin's army into Poland, the follow. 
ans pvints must be held in mind in order to understand the new complexities 
created vy this event. 


le The mock war in the West has been serving as a cover for the Nazi 
drive toward the Soviet border. The connivance of the Franco-Pritish imper- 
lalists wita the German in perpetrating the fake war in the Wost serves to 
aid tne German imperialists to bring Central and Eastern Europe under domi- 
vation of the German military machine as a prelim‘agry for the Nazi-led war 
against the Soviet Union. 


e. The Stalin gang, understanding the game of the imperialists, has 
moved into actione Not waiting for the German military machine to establish 
a base on the Russian border, Stalin has mrched his army into Poland with 
the object of making .that country rather than Russia the initial battle— 
ground of the imperialists’ war against the Sovict Unione The Stalinist 
burocrats have at last stated in plain language the nature of the imper-— 
ialists' mancuvers. The Daily Worker's Harry Gannes makes it clear that 
the Stalin gang understands the fake nature of the war in the West and its 
perpose as a cover for the Nazi drive against the Sovist Unions 


"Poland with its vast borders on the Sovict Union had bcen 
chosen asthe broadest roadway for imperialist fascist aggres- 
sion against the USSR. 

"The Anglo-French Munichmen were deliberately stalling on 
the Western Front criminally withholding any aid from the 
Polish people, awaiting with cxpectation the moment when they 
hoped the Nazi army would reack the Soviet border with no dc~ 
fonse steps taken by the USSR." (Harry Gannos, Daily Worker, 
Scpte 18, 1939. Our emphasis — LeL.) 


The Stalinist burocrats have no illusions about the Franco-British imper- 
ialists actually trying to defeat the Gorman bourgeoisie in the present 
historical period They realize that tho imperialists are in cahoots ina 
plot to attack with Hitler as the spearhead, and digmombor the Sovict Union. 


3. The German imperialists, requiring a powerful bargaining card for 
their plan to liquidate the so-called "war" in the West with various peace 
proposals, are pretending great joy over Stalin's march into Poland. Thus 
they give the impression of having a tromendous coalition which scams to 
threaten the Franco-~British gang. Naturally, it is tho masses, and not the 
Franco-Britishn imporialists, for whom this deception is intended. With Po- 
land wiped out, and with seeming alliance betwoen Russia and Germany, Hit- 
ler will have a very plausible argument before the masses in the form of 
the question: What's the uso of France and Ingland fighting Gcrmany now? 


4. It is obvious that the instability of this present situation makos 
it the acme of naivete to imagine that the "fricndship" of Hitlor and Sta- 
lin is permanent. Only Gorman impcrialism can be the real spearhead of a 
war on Russiae Whon the "war" in tho West has boen eliminated, an ontiro~ 
ly now tone will appear in tho relations of Hitlor and Stalin. The funda~ 
menval. contradiction of the prescnt historical poriod, that between the so~ 
cialized property relations of tha Sovict Union, despito thoir burocratic 
Stalinist distortion, and the bourgeois—private oconomy of tho rest of the 
worj.d will appoar again in all its bloodinesse While on tho surfaco it 


scoms that tho imperialist assault on tho S.U. has been postponed due to the 
"griondship' of Hitler and Stalin, in reality it has beon brought closor, 
historically speaking, for the Gorman and Russian armios are now face to facee 
Septomber 19, 1939 
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THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 
and the 


LUDLOW REYERENDUM 


By J. C. Bunter 


= 
i HE American bourgeoisie,now rul- 
; ing through the "democratic" form 
of their dictatorship, recently sent 
out a feeler om ths war gqueeticn in 
the Form or tne propcsed Inilow xefer- 
endum. In typica: hourcgeois.-cenccrate 
ic manner, tae capitalists created the 
momentary impression that there could 
be brought into existence a mecianism 
by Ineans oF Wiica the masses would be 
able to decide for theusolves Wwaetner 
or not U.S. imperialism. wold engage 
in war, The resnonse in gconeral snow- 
ed clearly that warts 2iPeralisy dowa- 
gogy is still hisohv effectiva. shawld 
the tourgedisie meet With a sitvuétion 
in which a dose of “democratic” calo- 
roform like the Ludlav Rofsrenium has 
to be applisd, it could be <o1o with 
the greatest of ease and success. The 
resuits of the feeler havinj; bsoen ob- 
served ad stored away for possibile 
future use, the noise atovt the Ludlow 
Referendum was quieted down as far as 
the bourgeoisie themselves are 
concerned. 


Nevertheless, the atmosphsore has 
not yet been clcoared entircly of the 
Ludlow Referendum for tue reason that 
the Trotskyites have takai to whooping 
it up in favor of it. Tho "Bolshevike 
Leninists" pop a question: 


"What could be more democratic 
than to decide the most imporvant 
Of all questions. the question of 
War, by a airect vote of the 
people?" (James Burnnum, "Let the 
People Vote on War!" p. 8.) 


Quite clearly, Burnham in this yues— 
tion conveys the impression that the 
issue of war can be dacidsd bv: a dire 
ect vote of the mass3s, m.ith decision 
would be the height of wha* he culls 
democracye Burnham confidently as~ 
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serts tnat tne overwhelming majority 
of the "“peovie" are opposed to war 
(Ibid..p.s12)-. Hence, , the, logic. of 
his position leads to tho conclusion 
that Ty o direct vote of the "poople" 
the issv> ox war can be decided by the 
tayuderou, "Nays" which Burnham al- 
Jez03 weuld sone from the preponderant 
proncviiion of the masses. In brief, the 
implication ie that war can be stopped 


by & popular vore.endum. Later on, 
hewevsr, contradicting his previous 
position, Burnham states: 


“Revolutionary socialists, and 
their party, tae Socialist Work- 
ers Perty. do not think that a pop- 
vlaur veferondum can, in and by it- 
self, stop yar." (Ibid. p. 12.) 


If a popular referendvm cannot stop 
war, why then do the Trotskyites favor 
the propocal of such a referendum? 
Burnhem answers: 


"The proposal for e war referen- 


dum is truly democratic, and rovo- 
luvionary socualists favor every 
geusinely democratic process." 


(Toute eee 


The wn. le 
ths posicion 


story, then, boils down to 
that the proposal for a 
Wa.’ Tafevecium is "truly democratic" 
and so deserves the blessings of 
"revolutionary socialists." 


Ir. avguing in support of the Lud- 
low Referendum, the " Belshevik—Len- 
inita«t “- Bariham, Las nowt hesitated to 
identify deacceacy with vAbinc and an 
invreasa cf doenocrasy with an exten- 
sion Cr voting power, ™n fact, Burn- 
hau ebates thet the Ludiow Referendun, 
alshougn “sruty democratic" is n ot 
exactly democratic onough because it 
does not broaden the voting base suf+ 


: 


ficiently. lLudlow's proposal only 
provides for voters! participation in 
the referendum. Burnham is quick to 
point out that under the present laws 
those between the ages of 18 und 2l 
cannot vote though they are culled 
upon to fight. Hence, Burnham culls 
for "democracy" to be extended even 
unto the 18-year olds: 


"In the war referendum, the 
right to vote should be given to 
all of the age of 18 and ovor." 
(Ibid. pe 14.) 


To sum up, if the population of 18 and 
over could vote on whether American 
imperialism should or should not enter 
@ war, democracy,according to Burnhan, 
would be extended to such a point that 
our Trotskyite "tneoretician" could 
but gasp admiringly: "What could be 
more democraticlY 


The relation between the position 
of Burnham and some of the ultrau-right 
fakery perpetrated by the Stalinists 
will become apparent fron exumin- 
ation of both. Like the Stalinists in 
the ultra-right zigzag, Burnhwn uses 
the term, democracy, without giving it 
any class characterization, 1. 9., he 
uses it as democracy~in-general. Thus, 
he is able to describe u proposal made 
by a bourgeois politicul flunkey as 
"truly democrutic." Democracy, how 
ever, is not something which ranges 
itself along a scale from falseness to 
truthfulness. Democracy is u form of 
StatO, and nothing eso, The only 
possible cnaracterizations are bourg- 
e0ig or proletarian. Only by conceul— 
ing the class character of Ludlow's 
proposal can Burnham spoak of it as 


puted democratic." In a similar Way 4 
the Stalinists shout about Roosevelt's 


"New Deal" measures as “truly democ- 
Tatic"; the more relief funds handed 
out, the more W.P.A. jobs distributed, 
the greuter and truor is Roosevelt's 
"democracy" said to be. For Roose— 
velt's proposals, Burnham has,substi- 
tufed Ludlow's and palms off the 
bourgeois—democratic Ludlow Referendum 
as "truly democratic." 


It is important to note that 
while tne Stalinists in their present 
ultru-rightist zigzug are deceiving 
tho masses into supporting the "democ~ 


tl 


ratic" form of bourgeois rule, they 
Oppose the bourgeois—democratic Ludlow 
Bill. The "difference" between the 
Stalinists and Trotskyists on this 
point is like that of those bourgeois 
politicians who attack the Ludlow Bill 
and those who support it. Both of 
these camps of bdurgeois politiciams 
agree On supporting bourgeois-democra~ 
cy in general, but disagree for the 
moment on the single detail of the 
Ludlow Bill. Tho Stalinists and Trot- 
Skyists are both supporting bourgeois- 
democratic fakery, thougi inAifferent 

Ways. Thus, the Stalinists who oppose 
the Ludlow Bill support the O'Connell 

"Peace" Bill, another bourgeois-democ- 
Yatic fraud. One of the “ob joctions" 
of the Stalinist burocrats to the Lud- 
low Bill is that it makes tho "“deci- 
sion of the people" come too latc,ie.de, 
when war is already at hand. What is 

necessary, says Hathaway, is to "give 

the people the right to decide on our 
country's foreign policy today; let 
them decide now....." How can "democ~ 
racy" be broadened, asks Hathaway? 
"The question sf far as democracy is 
concerned is: how can the people be 
given 4& greater say now in stopping 
WaLeee..." (C.A.Hathaway, "Collective 
Security; the Road to Peace," pe 14). 
Both Stalinists and Trotskyists pract- 
ico the deception of identifying 
"democracy" under capitalism with vot- 
ing and give the impression that the 
issue of war or the struggle against 
War can sQnehow be decided or furthered 
by supporting some variety of bourg- 
eOis-democratic trap which they pass 
On to the toilers as democracy—in- 
general, aw "truly democratic." It is 
clear that the pattern of deceptim 

folloved by both Trotskyists and Stal- 
inists is.the same. Tho incidental 
disagreement on what specific piece of 
bourgedis-democratic deception is to 
be palmed off on the masses as "truly 
democratic" is aside from the main 
point. In fact the trick of picking 

some bourgeodis-democratic device other 

than what the Stalinists aro peddling 
Only serves to give the falso impres- 

sion that the Trotskyist line is dif- 


ferent fran the Stalinist. The 
thoughtful reader, however, will not 
let himself be misled by such 


maneuvering. 
What part does such a proposition 


as Ludlow's play in American politics? 
A war referendum carried out through 
tha egencies of bourgeois-parliament— 
arism is an organic portion of the 
bourge ois-democrautic state machinery. 
From this state machinery there can 
issue only such expressioriof "public 
Ogyinion" as ure acceptable and neces- 
sury to the bourgeoisie. If the im- 
periulist cliyue decides on war, then 
only the expression of an opinion in 
favor of war can ever come out of the 
mécnunisms of bourgeois—parliumentar= 
ism, A war referendum, transformed 
into a portion of the bargeois—democ- 
rutic stute apparatus, cun be only a 
means of mobilizing the Inasses Hr war, 
if war is the  yolicy of the imperial- 
ists. The bourgeoisie have at their 
disposal a thousand and one devices 
whereby a war referendum, effected 
through the bourgeois—democrutic state, 
can be made part of a recruiting drive. 
As long as the cavpitalist~democratic 
state 6xists in a more or less stable 
form the bourgeoisie will be able to 
utilize these devices. 


Lenin oxpressed very excellently 
this character of bourgevis-democracy 
as a form of the capitalist sia+se: 


"If we argue in w Marxian way we 
must say: the exploiters inevitably 
transform the stato (we are speale 
ing of domocracy, i.e-, one of tao 
forms of the state) into an inetru- 
ment for the rule of theis clase, 
of the exploiters,over the exyloit- 
ed. Horce, so long as there are 
exploiters who rule the majority, 
the exploited, the democratic stute 
mast inevitably be democracy for 
the exploiters." (V.I.Lenin, Sel— 
ected Works, Englisa Edition, Vol. 
VII, p- 137. Our enjhasis.) 


Every part of the machinery of the 
bourgedis-democratic state, every law, 
every referendum, every office, every 
election, is a meuns by which the 
bourgeoisie re-enfurce und exocute 
their rule. Burnham, using a trick 
familiar to those who have studied the 
deceptions of the Kautskya and Mace 
Donalds, identifies voting with democ- 
racy, using the latter term as a gm- 
eral expression. The voting which 
Burnham makes synonymous with democ-~ 


vacy-in-general 
Honin "ins aie 
MacDonald: 


was described thus by 
attacks on Kautsky- 


"Comical pedants! They failed 
to uncerstand that voting within 
the limits, the institutions, the 


customs of bourgeois parliamentar- 
ism is part of the bourgeois state 


apparatus which mst bo broken up 
and mashed from top to bottom in 
order to effect the dictatorenip of 
the proletariat, in order ftvo' pass 
from bourgeois democracy to prcior- 
arian democracy." (V.I.Lenin, Sel- 
ected Works, English Edition, Vol. 
X,p.51. Emphasis in the original.) 


To Leninism, any plebiscite coniucted 
by capitalism is part of tho bourgeois 
astute muchinery — both fascist and 
"democratic" —- which mst be oxposed 
and smashed to bits, To Burnham, a 
proposal by an agent of the barrged-sie 
designed to enable the imperialists 
the better to tie the magsos to their 
War machine is sovething to be fed to 
the massos as "truly democratic." 
This "democracy" under capitalism was 
well understood by Lenin to be a means 
by which tho masses are prevonted from 
dociding any issues indepcndontiy or 
from participating in the adninistra- 
tion of political affairs. Speaking 
once more against Kautsky,Lonin wr ote: 


"He fails to soo tho class nat- 
ure of the state apparatus, of the 
machinery of state: under boug- 
eois democracy the capitalists, by 
a thousund und one tricks — which 
are the more artful and effective 
the more "puro! democracy is devel- 
oped -—— keep the masses away from 
the work of administration and 
frustrate the frecdom of the press, 
tho right of assembly, etc." (V.I. 
Lenin, Sel. Wkse, Eng. Ede, Vol. 
VII, p. 134. Emphasis in the ori- 
ginal. } 


Burnham peddles the fraudulent notion 
that a broudening of the voting base 
means an extention of "democracy" to 
be looked on by the masses as a bless 
ing. Lenin, on the other hand, know- 
ing "deriocracy" under capitalism to be 
simply a form of the iron dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisic, explained that the 


more highly this "democracy" was dev- 
eloped, the greater was tne danger of 
Posy Ooms against tho massos directed by 
the bourgeoisie: 


"The more highly doveloped dem- 
Ocracy is, the more inmuinent is the 
dunger of pogroms or civil war in 
connection with any profound polite 
ical divergenco which is dungerous 
for the bourgooisio." (Ibid. p.132) 


Tho passage of a proposition like tho 
Ludlow Bill would be a certain sign 
that the bourgeoisie are on the verge 
of plunging into war and that the 
situation is suck thut the referendum 
would let 100se a powerful pouring of 
the mussos into the dimporiulists! war 
machine. The war roferendum would be 
the final stone in tho duperislist war 
structure, the signal to start 
hostilities. 


Tho rouder of Burnham's pamphlet 
should ask hinsolfs why should a 
couple of faithful bourgeois hounds 
like Ludlow and LaFollette toy around 
with tae idea of ua war reforendu? 
Are these ugents of Wull Street really 
interested in yiving the tmasses the 
avility to decide the war issue for 
themselves? A study of the political 
sceno will bvrinj; the answer to these 


yuestions. The bourseoisioe, long 
skilled in ruling their society, seek 


for evory possible device to deceive 
the proletariat and enforce their dic- 
tatorsuip. To date, the mechanisms 
of American bourgeois-democracy have 
been found quite adeyuate for this 
purpose. Foresoeing the possivility 

ot being ongaged in war, the bourgeoi-e 
sie hold in readiness every device 
available. Should a situstion arise 
in whici, it will be necessary to make 
it appear that the masses thenselves 
have sanctioned the imperialists! war, 
a War referendwa would fit in perfect- 
ly. The Sourgecisie realize that as 
long as "democracy"' is still feasible 
as a form of their state; their 
"Gemocratic" yolitical steanmroller 
will inevitably be able to squeeze an 
over-whelmings "Ayel" from the mass 06. 
When vourgeois-democracy is no longer 
workable as a form of capitelist rule, 
ieoe, when a trick like the Ludlow Re-~ 
ferendum would not serve to mobilize 
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the masses for the imperialists’ war, 
then the problem of the bourgeoisie 
Will be to change their form of rule. 
But as long as >bourgeois-democracy is 
still useable as a form of capitalist 
rule, the Ludlow Referendum, or any 
Other bourgeois-democratic rechanism, 
will fumetion only to enavle the im 
porialists to execute their will. The. 
Ludlow Reforendum or any similar de- 
vico, while it appears to be a proposal 
to extond "democratic rights," is act- 
ually part and parcel of the imporial- 
ists' war preparations. The masses 
are given tho treacherous impression 
that they have the right to decide is- 
sues for themselves under capitalism. 
Meenwhiie, the Be@urgeois state appar— 
atus, designed only to servo the capi- 
talists, lines the masses up in favor 
of war. The war referendua invvitably 
becomes a sweeping campaign for ware 
The upshot of the ontiro affair is 
that the masses aro dragooned into ox- 
pressing themselves in favor of war, 


and "democracy" has once more 
triumphed! 
On tho surface, it looka as if 


Burnham is merely supporting a "democ~ 
ratic right," an extension of the 
voting power. But "democratic rignts," 
liko the proposal of the Ludlow lhefer- 


endum, do not exist in a vacuum. They 
constitute parts of the »bougedis- 
democratic state muchinorye Tho task 


of Marxism is to exposo these "domcc- 
ratic rights" for the frauds tuat thoy 
are. The "democratic" fakory of the 
bourgeoisic does not in itsolf consti- 
tute an issue between the prolotariat 
and the capitalists as, for exanuple, a 
strike does. In  roference to 86a 
strike, which is a concrete struggle 
of tho workers against the bossos, it 


is necessary for Marxists to take a 
definite position of support when the 
strike is correct or of opposition 


when the strike is incorrect. But in 
regard to bourgeois-demécratic devices, 
Marxism cnnfines itself to oexpoging 
their class nature and in that senso 
opposes then. Marxism oxplains to‘ the 
workers that "democracy" under capital- 
iem serves only the bourgeoisie, and 
that only in a proletaria dictatorship 
can democracy, i.6., workerg-denocracy 
Operate in the interests of the toil- 
ers. Consoyguently, us far as the spe- 
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cific proposals of the bourgsois~ 

democratic Inudlow Bill are concerned 

in themselves, it is not the task of 

‘Marxism eithor to oppose or to support 

them. Marxism confines itself to mak- 

ing cloar their class churactor, The 

practical consequences of flatfooted 

Opposition to these bourgeois—democrat— 
ic devices in themselves would be to 

Make it secm that one is opposed to 

the masses having the "right" to ox- 

press their opinion on an issue, Nat-— 

urally, to the masses who are filled 

with  bourgedis-democratic illusions, 

this would be abhorrent. On the other 

hand, to support the Ludlow proposals 

in themselves, is anti-Murxist becauseé 

the bourgeoisie through tn Iudlow 

Bill endeavors to deceive the masses 

into believing that the war issue under 
capitalism can be decided by a popular 

vote. By means of u strategem like 

the Ludlow Referendum, the capitalists 

try to conceal the fact that it is the 

bourgeoisie, and especially the imper- 

jalist clique, whe decide the policy 

of the capitalist society. Hence, +o 

support tne Ludlow Bill assists the 
bourgeoisie in feeding the "denomatic" 
illusions of the masses. A blunt op- 

position to tre Ludlow Bill in itself 
would be ultru-leftism; to support it, 

as the Trotskyites do, is ultru-right- 
iem. Therefore, the only possible 

position for Marxism with reference to 

the Iudlow Bill is to expose it as a 
portion of the capitalist state mach- 

inery and in that sense to oppose ite 

The Marxist road consists in what Len- 

in terred "“ natiently explaining" the 

bourgeois character of tne Ludlow Bill, 
as of all "democratic rights" under 

capitalisme 


Very often it happens that the 
pourgeoisie themselves or their sents, 
the opportunists, put forth some de- 
ceptive prograa or slogan which appeals 
to the illusions of the masses, The 
correct Marxist tactic in such a situ- 
ation has been well illustrated in the 
past by Lenin. We cite one example. 
Toward tne end of 1915, the Austvian 
and German sOcial-democratic truitors 
to the workers, acting wundec ths in- 
structions of the Kaiser's government, 
issued the slogan of estublishing peace 
amongst the warring nations. The Ger- 
man and Austrian imperiulists, so far 


tne victors in the cmtost, were quite 
Willing to nave peace ostablished in 
terms of the status quo, and utilized 
tho social.-democrats as a means of 
sounding out tae Franco-British imper- 
lalists as woll as the masses in gen- 
Cral, This poace slogan was naturally 
very acceptable to the millions of 
tollers who were being torn bo bits by 
the imperialists! war. What was Len- 
in*s position in this situation? Ob- 
viously, he could not come out like a 
bull in a china-shop against the slog- 
an of pouce in general, for the war- 
torn masses would have cogsiderei him 
some ikini of raving maniac. On the 
Otiier hand, he could not support the 
bare peace slogan because in the spe- 
cific situation in which it was issuod 
it was an imperialist slogan. While 
lmporialism existed, the only kind of 
peace that could be established was an 
impstialist, predatory peace. Lenin, 
therefore, adopted the tactic of 
neither opposing nor supporting the 
peace slogan in itself, but instead 
engaged in exposinj; its character as a 
bourgeois manouver, as an imperialist 
strategem. Lenin-s task was to “ex- 
plain patiently" the class nature of 
that slogan, And above all, his line 
was to expose tho opportunists who 
were assisting the imperialists in de- 
ceiving the masses with this imporial- 
ist slogan. 


Tho above-outlined position on 
the Ludlow Bill would be the task ofa 
Marxist Party which operates in direct 
relation to the masses in general. A 
Marxist Party would have to "explain 
patiently" to the masses in general 
the treacherous, capitalist nature of 
the Ludlow Referendum. Unfortunately, 
today there exists no Marxist Party. 
The. political field within the prolot- 
ariat which should be occupied by a 
Marxist. Party is in the possession of 
the Stalinist system. Marxism in 
Purty-form does not oxist for the rea 
son that the Stalinist reaction devel- 
Oping since 1921-1922 has destroyed it 
compiotely. The primary task of Marx- 
ism today is tO re-create itself in 
Party--form. The path to the re-build- 
ing of a Mafxist Party is through the 
exposure and destruction of the oppor- 
tunist forces poisoning tho prolet- 
arian wanks. Tho exposure of the Lud- 
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low Bill directly to the masses in 
genoral on the gpounds of Marxism, a 
{asx wiich could be carried out only 
vy « Party, is therefore today an im 
peussibility. The Ludlow Bill for the 
time being has to be tackled by expo 
sure of the deceptions practiced by 
the opportunists in regard to it. On 
such grounds, the criminality of the 
opportunists can be made plain to the 
most advanced sections of the prolet- 
ariat, rather than directly to the 
massés in general. 


The question arises: What is be- 
hind the fact that the Trotskyist 
movement, posing as the inheritor of 
the Leninist tradition, has an ultra, 
rightist position on the Ludlow Bill? 
Trotskyism on the Ludlow Bill has ad- 
opted a policy which follows the pat~ 
teyn of the ultra-rightist zigzag of 
Stalinism, with its fraudulent use of 
the term, democracy, as democracy-in- 
general, its preachment of confidence 
in bourgeois-democratic ‘fakery, its 
concealment of the “democratic” de- 
vices by which the bourgeoisie cheat 
the toilers into supporting the capit- 
alist system. Is it an uccident that 
Trotskyism falls in line fundamentally 
with the ultra-rightist zigzag of 
Stalinism or is there ah Orgunic con- 
nection between the Stalinist and 
Trotskyist movements? 


History proves unequivocally that 
the answer is the latter of these two 
alternatives. The Trotskyist decep- 
tions on the Ludlow Bill are not the 
first specimen of Trotskyist cooper- 
ation with the Stalinist "Comintern." 
A study of the degeneration of the 
Bolshevik movement since 1922 reveals 
that the role of Trotsky has been 
first that of outright and direct ally 
of Stalinism and then of "indirect " 
assistant. Present-day Trotskyism has 
its origin in Trotsky's endeavor to 
become a member of the Zinoviev-Kam— 
enev-Stalin cligue which in 1921-1922 
embarked on the counter-revolutionary 
path of burocratically centralizing 
personal power in its own hands. Pur- 
suing 4 policy of appeasing and molli- 
fying the Stalin gang, of strugsling 
against Lenin's attempt to destroy the 
roots of Stalinism which were omirous-~ 


his life, Trotsky transformed himself 
into the Stalin clique's chief buffer 
against the massos and the Leninist 
line. Just as it is no accident that 
today Trotskyism falls in line with 
he ultra-rightist zigzag of Stalinism, 
so it was no accident that in March 
1923 Trotsky assured Stalin's henchman, 
Kamenev, that "I am against removing 
Stalin." (See Trotsky's "MY LIFE," | 
p. 486). Both policies express the 
basic nature of Stalinite Trotskyism, 
an organic part of the Stalinist sys 
tem which adapts itself to whatever sit 
uation history prosents. The histori- 
cal road from Trotskyism's opportunist 
support of the Ludlow Bill runs back 
to Trotsky's support of the first 
ultra-right zigzag of Stalinism in 
1922-1923. It was at the 4th Congross 
of the C.I. in November 1922 that, 
during Lenin's absence because of ill- 


ness, the Stalin clique, through its 
then political spokesman, JZinoviev, 
laid dom its first ultra-rishtist 


zigzag designed to protect its buroc~ 
ratkce power against the threat of revo- 
lutionary developments amongst the 
workers throughout the world. Under 
he deceptive slogan of supporting a 
"non-Commnist workers' government," 
the Stalin gang tricked the workors 
into supporting the bourgsois—-democ- 
ratic government of Germany. Trotsky, 
who knew of the criminal machinations 
of the Stalin-Zinoviev-Kamenev clique 
in buying up flunkeys whom they put én 
positions of power in the Stalinized 
Comintern, preached confidence in the 
Brandler-Thalheimer leadership of the 
Stalinist Party of Gormany and promised 
the workers that Brandlor-Thalheimer, 
whom he knew to be bribed henchmen of 
the "Troika," would lead thom to final 
victory over the  bourgeoisie.* 
Directly cooperatinz with the Stalin 
clique in carrying out this first ul- 
tra-rightist zigzag in Germany in 
October 1924, Trotsky bears a major 
responsibility for the betrayal of ‘tha 
Gorman workers in that period, Natur- 
ally, he is obliged to conceal as well 
as he can his part in the Stalinist 
conspiracy. Head over hesls in crime 
with the Stalin clique, Trotsky cone 
timed to give iirect support to thse 
Stalinized Comintern in every feasible 
way. Later converted into the 


ly sprouting already toward the end of first -and chie scape-foat ot the 
* Seo IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM, Vo #3, April-June 1939, pages 2-3, for 
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Stalin gang, Trotsky established him- 
self as a loyal "Opposition" of Stal- 
inism. For a long time breathing fire 
against even the shadow of an idea of 
destpoying the Stalintern and re- 
creating a Bolshevik International, 
Trotsky gave Stalin direct and valu- 
able assistance in tying the workers 
to Stalin's "Comintern." As late as 
1932 when the Stalin gang through an 
ultra-left zigzag was busy selling the 
Germun workers to Hitler, Trotsky is- 
sued as his policy the following: 


“The candidacy of Thuelmann to 
the presidoncy is, self-etidenily, 
the candidacy of the Left—-Opposi- 
tion. In the strugzle for the mo- 
biligation of workers under the 
banner of the official Commnist 
cundidacy, the Bolssevik-Leninists 
must bo in the front line." (L. 
Trotsky,GERMANY,VWHAT NEXT, p.191) * 


In fact a recruiting sergeant for 
Stalin, Trotsky, with this open aid to 
Stalinism as the basis of his line, 
was simply continuing under new con- 
ditions his 1922-1923 policy of  sup- 
porting the Stalin clivue. 


Foiled in his effort to become a 
permanent member of the Stalin clique; 
transformed into a scapegoat and whip- 
ping-boy wich the baiting of whom 
Stalinism strives to conceal its 
crimes; but unabse to break his histo- 
rical attachment to Stalinism because 
of his initial policy of directly con- 


* That the Germun Stelinist Party was 
@ counter-revolutionary trap was of 
courses well-known +0 Trotsky and his 
henchmen. And as for Thuelmann, the 
Trotskyites were aware that tais op- 
portunist was, in addition to Stalin's 
chief agent in Germany, an embozzlor 
of Party funds to such an extent that 
at one timc, in order to divert the 
stench from the workers' nostrils, 
Tnaelmann was actuslly expelled from 
the Central Committee of the German 
Stalinist Party — only to be immedi- 
ately reinstated. Seo The Militant, 
January 15, 1929, p. 3 for this choice 
morsel of the history of Stalinism. 
Nevertheless, four years later we find 
Trotsky "in the front line" herding 
the German toilers into the claws of 
Stalin-Thaelmann. ns a a8 


yiving with Stalin, Trotsky as a face- 
saver has to give the appearance of 
fighting egainst Stalinism. This ho 
does chiefly by fraudulently critic 
izing Stalin's fake "theory" of build 
ing Socialism in one country. Stalin's 
actual aim,which Trotsky conceals, was 
to centralize burocratic power in his 
own hands and prevent the tuilding of 
sOcialism whether in Russia by 
itself or anywhere else in the world. 
Another device used by Trotsky to give 
the impression that he is fightirg 


Stalinism is to "criticize" what he 
Calls the Stalintern "mistakes," 
again "criticizing" fraudulently by 


shunning to expose the consciously 
counter—revolutionary intent of Stalin 
tsm in perpetrating these "mistakes." 
When the present Popular Front zigzag 
was engineered by Stalin, Trotsky at 
first pretended that Stalinism was 
actually moving in the correct, 1.6.0, 
Leninist direction and "acclaimed" it 
for so doing: 


"We are ever ready to sincerely 
acclaim every stop the Stalinists 
take on the correct road." (L.Trot- 
sky, “Whither France," p. 26.) 


But later, when the Popular Front ran 
euver became fully developed, Trotsky, 
as a self-protective cover, issued a 
great deal of surface "criticism." ht 
always refrained from proving and ex- 
plaining the consciously counter-revo- 
lutionary intent of this treacherous 
move of the Stalintern. 


In line with this deceptive Trot- 


skyist "criticism," Burnham in 1937 
wrote a pamphlet called "The People's 
Front ~ the New Betrayal." If wo con- 


pare the position taken by Burnham in 
this pamphlet with that on the Ludlow 
Referendum, we have clear evidence 
that Burnham is faking when hoe urges 
support to the Ludlow Referondum. Un- 
der the guise of “criticizing" Stalin- 
ism for supporting bourgeois—democracy, 
Burnham,in 1937 ,wrote: 


"The bourgeois state, its entire 
apparatus and mechanism, exists to 
enforce the rule of the bourgeoisie 
vesceee™ (J. Burnham, "The Pooplets 
Front — the New Betrayal," 1937, 
p- 23, Our emphasis.) 

Burnham is fully aware that the whole 
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machinery of the bourgeois state oper. 
etee in the service of the capitulists. 
In urging support of the Ludlow Refer- 
endun Burnham argues that a referen- 
dum on war is a "democratic right" and 
therefore deserves the blessings of 
"revolutionary socialists." The reader 
may ask himself the yuestion: perhaps 
Burnhum is simply confused and does 
not understand the bourgeois nature of 
these "democratic rights" under capit- 
alism. If this be so, then he cannot 
be accused of conscious fakery in sup~ 
porting the Ludlow Referendum on the 
grounds that it is a "democratic 
right." <A study of his earlier pamph- 
let, however, written in the Trotsky- 
ist tradition of superficially 
"criticizing" Stalinism to conceal 
Trotsky's role as an assistant of 
Stalinism, will dispel this hypothesis. 
We find Burnham stating the following 
about these "democratic rights": 


"In bourgeois society these 
Tights are manipulated by the rul- 


ing class to its own ends." 
(Ibid. p. 34.) 
Does Burnham, therefore, know that a 


“democratic right" like the proposed 
Ludlow Referendum is "manipulated by 
the ruling class to its own ends"? Yos, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt! 
There is notning ignorant about Burne 
ham. His recent prating about "revo- 
lutionary socialists" sup porting 
"democratic rights" is not tho result 
of any illusions or backwardness on 
his part. Burnham is entirely aware 
of the bourgeois churucter of these 
“democratic rights" and of the thousand 
and one ways in which they "aro mani- 
pulated by the ruling class to its own 
ends." He knows that the task of 
revOlutionary socialists is not to 
support these "democratic rights" but 
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an integral portion of the imperialiste' 
war machine is as clear to Burnh am 
as that he is consciously lying when 
he pretends otherwise. 


Trotskyism, like the Stalinist 
systom-as-a-whole of which it is an 
Qcgunic part, Operates under the mask 
of Bolshevism. Trotsky's chief stock- 
in-trade is tne illusidén in the mind 


of thoso workers who break with Stal- 
inism that Trotsky represents the 
Leninist heritage. Even in the ex 
trémost phases of an ultra-rightist 
Zigzug, tho Stalinist system in gener- 
al, and Trotskyism in particular,still 
rely On the mask of Leninism to main-~ 
tain their prestige amongst the work. 
ers. Thus it happens that when the 
Ludlow Amendment first appeared on. 
tne scene the Trotskyito burocrats 
mey it actually with adcluge of 


criticism phrused in Leninist 
language. Skilled in manipulating 
L3ninist phraseology, the Trotskyite 
chieftains proclaimed that to support 
the Ludlow resolution filled the 
workers! mind with anti-chass 


struggle illusions: 


"In sum, to support the Ludlow 
resolution is to inculcate in the 
minds of the workers the idea that 
war can be 'prevented! or fought by 


gome means other than the class 
strugzlo that imperialist war can 


be averted otherwise than by the 
revolutionary socialist overturn af 
capitalist rule." (The Now Inter-~ 
national, February 1938, Editorial, 
pe 40. Emphasis in tho original.) 


During this same period the Ludlow 
Bill was denounced by the Trotskyites 
in revolutionary phrases as a specimen 
of pacifist fakery which diverted the 
thoughts of the masses from the true 
Marxist path: 


"The Appeal has pointed out that 
regardless of the fmk less inten- 
tions of the supporters of the Lud- 
low Amendment for a popular refer- 
endum on war, 6spoecially of the 
masses of the people who sec in it 
a@way of preventing the American 
warlords from hurling the workers 
and farmers into a new imperialist 
slaughter, we cannot become the ad- 
vocatos of the Bill. And that for 
the simple reason that we regard it 
&g anothor of the many pacifist ile 
dusions by means of which the mass~ 


88 are distracted from the only 
means whereby imperialist war can 


be fought, namely, the continaous 

Prosccution of the class struggle 

against the system which inevitabl 

breeds war." Socialist Appeal, 
eb.5,1938,p.4. Editorial,"The Lud- 
a? Dhan tReet Gas emopadis-) 
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That the Iudlow Bill acted as a drug 
te the masses which wold only para 
lyze their political senses was loudly 
asserted by Trotskyism: 


"To imagine that after all such 
preparations have been made for a 
new war the imperialist masters of 
the country would hold off final 
action because of a ‘scrap of paper, 
is simply to drug the massés into 


the paralysis of false security. 
That's the trouble with the Ludlow 
Bilin” wQipids) 


Such an analysis of the Ludlow Bibl,in 
words undeniably Leniniat, acted, like 
all the Marxist phraseology utilized 
by the Stalinist system, to fortify in 
the mind of the Trotskyite workers the 
harmful illusion that their leaders 
have indeed inherited the mantle of 
Lenin. Tnat the Bolshevism of the 
Troetskyite leaders is only a false- 
face is strikingly evidenced ir innun— 
erable instances, one of them being 
their present support of the Tudlow 
Bill on the grounds that it represents 
something "truly democratic." ‘The 
sama Burnham who now og¢s on the work 
ers tO put confidence in the "truly 
democratic" Ludlow Bill was an editor 
of The New International which in 
February 1938 denounced this piece of 
bourgeois-deniocratic fakery as a trap 
which inculcated class collaboration~ 
ist illusions amongst the workers. The 


reader will judge for himself the 
juotice of the assertion that the 


Trotskyite burocrats embody to the 
fullest all those Stalinist traits 
which have brought such incalculable 
disaster on the toilers throughout the 
worlde 


In order to discover that Trotsky- 
ism is perpetrating a Popular Front 
gigzag in line with that of the Stalin- 
tern, one must dig down under a mount~ 
ain of what seems to be powerful anti- 
Stalinism. Beneath the mass of "anti- 
Stalinist® face-saving yelling that 
Trotskyisn does, a thoroughly Sta lin- 
ist ultra-riyntist line will be found. 
When Stalinism forms coalitiong with 
Social-Democracy and issues the slogan 
of “an organically united socialist— 
communist party," the answer of the 
"anti-Stalinist" Trotsky ia to bury 
his followers in the social-democratic 


parties ("French Turn," France, Spain, 
U.S.A.)}. When Stalinism works in 
cahoots with tho burocrats of the 
American Labor Party, the reply of 
Trotsky is to support the burocrats of 
the A.L P. (Socialist Appoal, August 
11, 1939, front page election state- 
ment of the S.W.P.). When Stalinis m 
howls about stopping the war while cap- 
italism still exists by supporting 
"democracy," Trotskyism urges sypport 
of the bourgeois-democratic Ludlow 
Roferendum on the grounds that "the 
proposal for a war referondum is truly 
"“domocratic" and that for the masses to 
be able to "decide the most important 
of all questions, the yuestion of war, 
by a direct voty of the people" is the 


very pinnacle of democracy. In the 
ultru-rightist zigzag, the Stalinist 
bumocrats deceive the workers into 


placing confidence in the Church, pre- 
tending that the church hierarchy is 
divided into reactionaries and "pro- 
gressives," 4.e,, priests who are pro- 
capitalist or pro-labor, The peddlers 
of religious poison are laden with 
friendly gestures by Stalinism in this 
periad, as in the instance where a 
certain Bishop Lucey, after making a 
domagzogic appeal for support to the 
workors, was told: "With these pro- 
gressivo Catholic santinents the Camm 
munist Party heartily agrees" (Karl 
Browder, "A Message to Catholics," 
p. 4). And the Trotskyite buroc ats? 
We find them not at all bohind the 
rest of the Stalinist system in trick 
ing the workers into imagining that 
the church hierarchy - its "pro-Yubor" 
section - can be of aid to labor. "We 
welcome the aid given labor by any 
individual, including mombers of the 
clurch hierarchy," announced the So- 
Cialist Appeal through its editors on 
August 11, 1939 (p. 2, editor's com 
ment on a letter in "Workers! Forum"), 
The priestly bootlickers of the barg- 
eOisie will naturally be happy to 
learn that in the working class there 
are " Bolshevik-Leninists" who will 
skillfully palm them off as aids to 
labor. The cooperation of Trotskyism 
with the major aspects of the Stalin- 
ist ultra-rightist zigzag is 
undeniable. The collusion with social- 
democratic and bourgeois-dem ocratic 
frauds by both Stalinism and its his- 
torical offshoot, Trotskyism, is an 
historical fact. All the "anti-Stal-- 
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intet" shrieking of Trotskyism and the 
"wati-Trotsidvist" bellowing of Stalin- 


ism Cannot ovliterate tiuis fact. 
Trotsky shrewdly keeps just enough to 
the "left" of Stalinist Popular 


Frontism to avoid givin, the game away 
to his followers. This maneuver, how- 
ever, must not tlind one to the funde~ 
mentally Stalinist nature of the 
Trotskyist line. 


No, when tuo Trotskyite, Hal 
Draper, in authentic Stalinist Popular 
Front manner flings ab the workers the 
demagojic bourgeois-liberal slogan, 
"Take the War-Makin;; Power Away Fron 
Washington! Let the People Decide!" 
(Socialist Appeal, August 11, 1939), 
there is nothin;j: accidental about it. 
Nor is ignorance of Leninisn at the 
bottom of it. Conscious, premeditated, 
well-planned treachery is its oaly 
origin. Limitless treachery to the 
toilers havin; its roots in Trotsky's 
criminal role of co-plotter with Stal~ 
in and his clique in an effort to en- 
trench a section of the leadership of 
the Russian Communist Party in perman- 
snt power by burocratic machinations 
stands behind the Trotskyist falling- 
in with the Stalinist Zzigzags. An 
historical and inescupable attachment 
to the Stalinist system by virtue of 
participation in its oriffinul crime is 
the factor that makes Trotsky organic- 
ally a part of the Stalinist system. 


A knowledge of how Stalinism 
since its origin in 1921-1922 nus been 
disrupting the proleturian strugzle 
against capitalist oppression is the 
key to tne present-day problems of re~ 
volutionary Bolshevik policy. No in- 
dividual and no organized tendeney can 
even begin to recreate Bolshevism un— 
less thoroughly versed in the history 
of the workingclass movement since the 
dllness of Lenin in 1921. 
contains the story of the origin and 
development of a new brand of oppor- 
tunism, Stalinism, which has come to 
occupy the centre of the proletarim 


stage. It contains the story of the 
greatest serics of betrayals of the 
workers on ré6cord, a series starting 


with Bulgaria and Germany in 193, 
running through Cltina and England in 


1925-1928 and again to Germany in 1933, 


appearing in France and Spain and 


That history 


again in China in 1936 to the present 
and promising to contimue wmiil it has 


crushed the last spark of proletarian 
strongth for the present historical 
poriod. Without an accurate and com 


plete understanding of all aspects of 
Stalinism, - its counter-revolutionary 
nature as hurocratic centralism of the 
workers state, its zigzas method of . 
disrupting revolutionary sustious, its 
perennial scapepgoat--assistant, Trotsky, 
— the revolutionary worker,. hoviover 
sincere, however energetic, however 
self-sacrificing, will be working in 
utter darlmess and will end his offerts 
as a victim of reaction. Tho first 
task’ of the present-day revolutionary 
is to achieve self-clarification on 
the nature of thé forces operating in 
the ranks of the proletariat. The 
workin,;;class movement is now several 
Generabions old and has along and 
complicated history. Since the Bol- 
shevik Revolution along, there is a 
period of 22 years. An indescribable 
torrent of workers! blood has covered 
the earth's surface in those two 
decades. Much of this bloodshed was 
enginesred by sheer treachery on the 
part of thoso renogade Bolsheviks who, 
posing as the inheritors of Lenin's 
mantle, to this day are the prime be- 
trayeots of the toilers. Can any revo- 
lutionary who does not have a scienti- 
fic knowledge of the nature of this 
treachery honestly consider himself 
fit for his task as a leader of the 
toilers? And if he has even the shadow 
of a doubt as to the adeyuacy of his 
knowledge of this treachery, is it not 
his first duty to correct this weak— 
ness? His tasks are clear:- first 
study independently and in cooperation 


with those who have already accum- 
lated knowledge of the nature of the 
forces Operating in the proletarian 


Yanks, Of Stalinism, Trotskyism, Love- 
stoneism and the various other off- 
shoots of the burocratic degeneration 
of the R..C.: P. Participate in our 
work tO re-create a Leninist movement 
on the basis of genuine Bolshevik 
clarity in kmowledge and action. Next 
there is the task of enlightening the 
international proletarian vanguard, of 
destroying the influence of the oppor- 
tunists and of arousing the mas@es for 
a@ struggle agairist their oppressors to 
establish a Socialist society. 
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TROTSKY, THE UKRAINE 
and the 
OEHLERITES 


pe 


By George Marlen 


A S the head of his international or 
f ganization,Trotsky is compelled to 
write from time to time on some of the 
outstanding topics of the day. The 
yuestion of the Ukraine is one of 
these salient topics. In dealing with 
this guestion Trotsky starts from the 
generally correct promise that "The 
latest aggravation of the Ukranian 
question is most intimately bound up 
with the degenerablon of the Sovict 
Union and of the Comintern, the suc~ 
cesses Of fascism, and the approach of 
the next imperialist war." (Secialist 
Appeal, May 9, 1939.) 


Tien eis 
been no 


indubitable, Had there 
degeneration of the Soviet 
Union, or more syecifically of the 
leadership of the Bolshevik Party then 
Germany in 19¢3 would have ‘become a 
Soviet State. Austria would nave fale 


lowed suit. Naturally between two 
powerful Soviet neighbors the weak 
and reactionary landlord—capitalist 
Poland would ina brief period have 
succumbed to the proletarian revolu- 
tion. Rumania and Hungary would have 


collapsed under the revolutionary 
pressure and the different parts of 
the Ukraine would have become united 
in a Ukranian Soviet Republic. 


The first phases of the degener- 
ation of the leadership of tae Soviet 
Union proceeded along the lines of 
burocratic centralization of power in 
the hands of the General Secretary of 
the Bolshevik Party through the stran- 
gulation of the Soviet Republic g, 
Georgia, Ukraine and others. 


"In order to guarantee 'adminis- 
trative needs, i.e. the intero sts 
of the burocracy, the most legiti- 
mate claims of the oppressed nation 


alities were declared a manifesta- 
tion of petty-bourgeois nationalism 
All theso symotoms coulda be observ—- 
ed as early as 1922-1923." (Lem 
Trotsky,"The Problems of the Ukraine," 
Socialist Appeal, May 9, 1939.) 


A carcful investigation of the 
early period of the Stalinist trans- 
formation of the Soviet Union discloses 
the unmistakable fact that already in 
1922 the Stalinist Central Comittee 
Was carrying on its destructive work. 
In his autobiography as well as in 
other works Trotsky states that at the 
end of 1922 and early in 1923 Lenin 
pursued a relentless struggle against 
Stalin in whose policy Lenin clearly 
perceived opportunism and burocratic 
degeneration: 


"Vladimir Ilych attached eron 
mous importance to tho 'Ceorgian! 
yuostion, not only because he fear- 
ed the conseyuences of a false 
national policy in Georgia — a 
fear which had been wholly confirm 
ed —— but also because in that 
yuestion was revealed to nim the 
falseness of Stalin's whole course 
on the national question." (L.2rot- 
sky, The Stalin Scnool of Falsifi- 
cation, p. 68. My emphasis - G.M.) 


Although incapacitated by illnoss 
Lenin carried on an extensive corres-~- 
pondence with Trotsky on the national 
question, urging him to. put. up a fight 
against the  Stalin-—-Zinoviov—xXcmonev 
Central . Committes. 


‘On December 30 and 31,1922, Lerin 
dictated his "bomb" on the national 


.yuestion directed against Stalin. This 


"bamb" was turned over to Trotsky on 
March 5, 1925. On March 6, Lenin in a 


letter broke all comradely relations 
with Stalin. Trotsky saw this letter 
On tne day it was sent to tke burccrut- 
de Gonerul Secrotary, (The Case Of 
Leon Trotsky, pe 25.) 


In Stalin's policies lLonin saw a 
threat to tne achievements of the 
Revolution. And he spoke to Trotsky 
of the need of reorganizing the appar- 
atus of the party: 


"Lenin keenly sensed tlic upprouch 
of a political crisis, and feared 
that the apparatus would strungle 
the party. The policies of Stalin 
becama for Lenin in the lust period 
of his life tne incarnation of a 
rising monstor of bureaucratism., 
The sick man must more tian once 
have shuddered at the thought that 
he had not succeeded in carrying 
out that reform of the apparatus 
about which he had talkéd with me 
before his second illness. A ter- 
rible danger, it seemed to him, 
threatened the work of his whole 
life." (L. Trotsky, The Suppressed 
Testament of Lenin, p. 30.) 


On March 16, 1923 ‘Lenin's secretary 
wrote Trotsky and Kamenev a lotter 
stating that Lenin authorized Trotsky 
to defend Lenin's position at the 
Twelfth Congress of the already Stalin 
iged Party. On Avril 4,.193, a few 
days before the Twolfth Congress, the 
Ukraniun Communist Party héld the VII 
All-Ukranian Conference at Xharkov. 
Many leaders of tne Ukranian Party had 
already been recruited by the Stalin 


Zinoviev-Kamenev Central Committee. 
The Ukraine wes at a point of boing 
dragged into the Stalinist. system. 


see from uis aoove- 
well-informed 
Stalin. He 


Trotsky, as we 
quoted admissions, wus 

of the criminal game of 
concealed the machinations of the 
Stalinist Contral Committee. At the 
VII All-Uxronian Party Conference he 
delivered a report on the tasks of tne 
forthcoming Twelfth Congress of the 
Russian Bolshevik Party. What were 
the tusks of tue forthcoming Twelfth 
Congress in the light of Lenin's poli 
cy? In his autobiography Troteky 
makes these valuable admissions: 


"Lenin's intentions NOW WERE 
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QUITE CLEAR TO ME: by taking the 
Oxanple of Stalin's policy he want- 
ed to expose to the party, and ruth- 
lessly, the danger of the bureauc- 
ratic transformation of the dict 
atorship." (L. Trotsky, MY LIFE, 
p. 484. Capitals mine - G.M.) 


“Lonin was now preparing not 
only to remove Stalin from his post 
of senerul secretary, but to dis- 
qualify him before the party as well. 
On tne uwuestion of monopoly of for— 
eign trade,on the national question, 
On yuestions of tke rezime in the 
party, of the worker-peasant in 
spection, and of the commission of 
control, He was systematicaljyy pro~ 
paring to deliver at the twolfth 
congress 4 crusning blow at Stalin 
as personifying bureaucracy, th 
mutual shielding among officials, 
aroitrary rule and genoral rudeness. 
(L. Trotsky, My Life, p. 481.) 


tie tasks of the Twelfth Congress 
as Trotsky himself testifies were 
yuite clear to him'in so far as Lenin's 
line was concerned, The two principal 
points were tho couplete reorganization 
of the apparatus and reversion to Pol- 


shevix policies. © When Trotsky had 
concluded the renort, the VII All- 
Ukranian Party Conference basing ite 


self upon Trotsky's line, adopted a 
resolution APPHOVING the policy of tho 
Stalin Central Cormittee: 

"Tae proceedings of the Confer- 
ence began with Comrade Trotsky!s 
report on the tasks of the XII 
congress Of Russian Cormunist Party. 

",..As a result of Comrade Trot- 
sky's Teport a. resolution was 
adopted, in which the conference 
ereots the CORRECT line of the Cent- 
ral Committoe of the Russian Con— 
mmnist Party and with satisfaction 
records the firm and capable lead 
ership. The Conference considors 
tuat the party is solidly united, 
ne influence of the masses is crow- 
ing everywhere." (Izvostia, April 
11, 1963. My emphasis - G.M.) 


Though ne knew that Lenin's poli- 
vy Was to deliver a crusning blow ag- 
ainst Stalin,Trotsky did not utter a 


word against Stalin nor against Stal 

in's burocratic policies. The Ukranian 

workers were led to believe taat all 

was Leninist in the Contral Committee, 

when in reality the cancer of Stalinist 

opportunism had already been planted 

in that body. With Lenin ill and out 

of political activity, tho line of the 

Central Comittee was Stalinist. By 

palming off tne Central Committee as a 

Leninist body, Trotsky helped to plant 
the seeds of Stalinism in the Ukranian 
Soviet Republic. 


Such is the wunvarnished truth. 
Trotsky was working with the Stalinist 
tO strangle the Ukranian Soviet Repub- 


lic. He tricked the uninformed rank 
and-file and the lesser functionaries 
of the Ukranian Party into endorsing 


the opportunist policy which transform 
ed thei into victims of Stalinism. 


A few days after the VII All- 
Ukranian Conference, in the second 
half of April, 1925, at the Twelfth 


Congress, Trotsky not only did not 
take up Lenin's struggle against Stal~ 
in on the Georgiun, Ukranian and other 


questions, but votod together with 
Stalin, Bulharin, Molotov, Zinoviev, 
Ordjonizidze and all tne others for 


the Stawlinist resolutions, approving 


the line of Stalin. 


"The Congress manifested such 
complete, proround unity of the 
Coruanist Party as wntil now it 
could not boast of in any ox the 
periods of its existence." (U. 
Steklov, TIaywestia, April 27, 19<5. 


E.sphasis in the original.) 


Stalin's partner at that tine, 
Zinoviev, in Ais speecn announced that- 


"All our resolutions have been 
adopted UnANIMOUSLY." (Pravda, 
April 26, 1923, Our emphasis -G.M.) 


This included the resolutions on 
the national and organizational yuest— 
ions. And tis was the Congress at 
wiich Trotsky was amthorized by Lenin 
to hurl Lenia's "bowbd" at Stalin and 
remove him fro:. leadership¢ 


Trotsky is guilty of heavy criues 


against the workers. Long bofore the 


* That Trotsky heard the Testament read on May 22, 1924 he admits in his 


Twelfth Congress, at the end of 1922, 

together with Zinoviev, Bukharin and 
Other partnors and helpmates of Stalin 

he laid dow the Rightist trap at the 

Fourth Congress of the C.J. in 1928. 

This Lishtist trap served the Stalin- 

ist burocrats to stop the revolution 

in Gormany in October 1923. (Sec IN 

DEFENSE OF BOLSEEVIEM, Volume II, #3, 

article “Cannon's 'Clean' Banner"). 

Together with Stalin, Trotsky conceal- 
ed Lenin's Testament which was read 
secretly before the corrupt leaders of 
the Party on May ec, 1924.* Fearing 
his own exposure when Eastman revoaled 
the truth about Stalin and the Testa- 

ment, Trotsky rushed to the rescue, in 
the suaier of 1925,and branded Eastman 
@ lier. 


"All talk with regard to a con 
cealed or nmtilated 'will! is noth- 
ing but: .a.. DWSPICAMD Biliis a. wine 
precorr, sept. 5, 1925, ps lié. My 
emphasis — GoM.) 


Trotsky incautiously admits that 
nat only Stalin but he too is mppreées- 
sing Lenin's writings. In an interview 
with a representative of the New York 
Post ke saowed pages from what he 
termed was Lenin's diary for December 
1922 — the time when Lenin conducted 
tno fight against Stalin, precisely on 
the National yuestion: 


what he said were 
extracts from Lenin's diary for 
December,192c, that never has bem 
published." (New York Post, Octover 
6, 1957. Our omphasis.) 


"He produced 


_, The more recent incautious ronmarks 
by Trotsky make it abumdantly cloar that 
Trotsky is suppressing some important 
documents pertaining to Lenin's corres-— 
pondence on the national question. Am-— 
ons these documents, in all probability, 
is Lenin's "bomb" which Trotsiy ms 
authorized by Lenin to hurl at Stalin 
at tne Twelfth Congress. Having kept 
the important documents concealed from 
the proletariat for OVER SIXTEEN WAks 
Trotsky now express3s "hope" to pudlish 
them: 


"The correspondence dealinr with 
those matters has remained UNPUSLISH- 
BD to this day. We hope to publisa 
pair 


phlet "The Suppressed Testament of Lenin," _ Ope 2-12.) 4 


a section of 
section 
(Socialist Appeal, May 9, 1935. My 
empiasis + GM.) 


it — the very small 


By stating that the section of 
this momentous correspondence he is 
suppressing is “very small" Trotsky 
seeks +o arouse in the mind of his 
reader a feelimg of extenuation. One 
recalls the anecdote Karl Marx tells in 
Capital of a girl giving birth to a 
baby out of wedlock — but really it 
wes such a little baby! 


By pointing his accusing finger at 
Stalin, Trotsky succeeds in producing 
the false impression that from the very 
inception he has fought the burocratic 
strangulation of tne Soviet Union and 
the Comintern, whereas in reality he 
double-crossed Lenin and betrayed the 
Ukranian and other workers to Stalinism 
and world reaction. There is hardly a 
more effective or more spectacular way 
for a political criminal to avert sus- 
picion than to turn véciferous accus~ 


ations against his partners-in—crime. 
But in doing so he must submerge his 
own role completely and thus give a 


false account of the crime, painting a 
hazy, indefinito canvass. His picture 
disintegrates wnder the eyes of ob- 
jective investigators forcing a shift 
toward a correct direction in tue 
course of investigation, leading to 
the full wew of the crime and his 
participation in it. 


The burocratic degeneration of 
the first workers State and the re-~ 
sulting paralysis within the prolet~ 
ariat opened a period of the most 
frightful bourgeois reaction in the 
history of capitalism. Astride the 
Soviet Union, clutching a huge sec~ 
tion of the international proletarian 
vanguard by the throat, Stalinism is 
dragging the world toiling masses sec 
tion by section into the pit of uni- 
versal Fascisi.e Posin, us Bolshevism 
it operates tarough a zigzag line 
which runs now to the Left, now to the 
Right of Leninist policy. It has been 
successful in preventing revolution in 
Germany, China, England, Austria, 
France, Spain and in other countries 5. 
Its success is dve primarily to the 
fact that it stands mexposed. And it 


which is at our displosal." 


mone: 


sig only on the basis of political ex- 
posure what the workers can be won 
avay from Stalinism. Not only its ow 
followers but also, and especially the 
revolutionary workers who have broken 
with rt subjectively do not understand 
it, do not know its genesis and its 
method of operation. Most of these 
anti-Stalinist workers have fallen 
into the trap constructed by Trotsky. 
To avoid exposure, Trotsky prevonts 
the leakage of truth. Ho doos his ut- 
most to defeat the development of a 
genuine Leninist Party whose found 
ation can be nothing but truth. The 
rise of a new Bolshevik party will 
spell the doom not only of Stalin but 
also of Trotsky — the entiro truth of 
Trotsky's past in the destruction of 
Lenin's Party and the Comintern woulda 
become commonly known. Since he is 
tiod to Stalinism with the iron chain 
of Bistory, Trotsky, liko Lovest ono, 
must gO along, politically collaborat-— 
ing with Stalin in the betrayals of 
the working class. Hoe is not only a 
target for Stalin from 1923,on, tut he 
is also a powerful shield for Stalin- 
jem. It is Trotsky who has been the 
chief savior of Stalin in the most 
dangerous passos. 


One of the weans Trotsky employs 
to prevent the workers from investi- 
gating, and grasping the real character 
of the Stalinist reaction is to instill 
in their minds the costly illusion 
that Stalinism can be broken not by 
means of a direct campaign of exposure, 
but by competing with it for the influ- 
ence among the masses. He diverts the 
workers from political thinking through 
u fuke mass line. Having himself part- 
icipated at the steering wheel of the 
Comintern during the betrayal of the 
Germin masses in 1923, Trotsky kno ws 
that with the workers ignorant of the 
nature and method of Stalinist reac- 
tion, they are nelpless victims of 
this plague. He knows that no revolu- 
tionary party can be built md no re- 
volution can take place anyvhoro if 
Stalinism as a wholo, including his 
own role, remains unexposed.e Precise- 
ly because he wants to prevent such 
@xpOsure he poses the possibility of e 
proletarian revolution in Poland, Hun 
gary and Rumania which would free 
western Ukraine, without stating that 


eee 


as the prereyuisite the revolutionary 
workers tunst first free the vanguad 
from the Comintern and from other Ope 
porsumist forces. Upon his skillfclly 
constructed deception he sots up tho 
entrapping Janvasy that after a suc- 
cessful revolution the western Ukraine 
would not join the Stalinist Sovet 
Wnion tut would wrest the Soviet 
Ukraine from the Stalinist boot. 


Trotsky accomplishes many things 
here for the prevention of detection 
of his crimese No one who has not 
learned the facts will suspect that 
Trotsky himself placed the Ukraine as 
well as Georgia and the other Soviet 
Reputlics under the Stalinist boot. It 
will be remote from tae minds of Trot» 
sky's deceived follcwrs that’ Trotsky 
is directing tneir thoughts along a 
non-existent path Without their 
knowing it they are politically secure. 
ly chained to Stalinism. Trotsky's 
politics is rooted in Trots'ys treach- 
ecrous stand at the VII All—Ukranian 
Conference, in his betrayal of Lenin 
and the masses at the Twelfth Congress 
of tne Russian Communist Partye 
The authentic Leninist line cannot be 
picked up in Trotsiy's support to 
Stalin in putting over the burocratiz— 
ation of the Party under the sign 
“Loninist Recruiting" in 19¢4, nor in 
his suppression and later denial of 
Lenin's Testament, the existence of 
which he admitted publicly only after 
Stalin made this admission, (Pravda, 
October 1927), nor in Trotsky's shame-~ 
ful October 16, 1926 declaration, in 
which he pledged to Stalin "to lend 
every assistance in liguidating" the 
infringement of Stalin's discinline, 
nor in his miserable statoment in 
August 1927, nor in his platform of 
unity with Stalin at all costs, nor in 
the wretched declavation of December 
3, 1927 which he signed. Ths broken 
end of Lenin's line cannct be found in 
Trotsky's policy of tellitg the work 
ers of Germany in 1932, "121 eyes to 
the Commnist Party," nor in his sup- 
port of tne Stulinist—diracted Spanish 
‘Popular Front® - with fake "S8riticism" 
Nor -can it be fond in tae present 
mass-line policy O01 Building a bourge 
gois Labor Party 0: in tis mitgeois — 
* See IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM, Vo.II, 


Heo Sop (Aaron 


oe 


diberal 3loOgan Let the People Vote on 
War -— ail reactionary trans meant te 
divert the anti- Stalinist workers from 
trirking correctly of the Bolshevik 
task toiey — no estahblisnment of the 
wnole trcvh about the degsneration of 
the Soviet Union and the Comintern, 
end tus wresting the vanguard from 
Stalinism and from other opportunist 
currents through political exposure. 
The real Leninist line can be picked 
up historically only in the sickroom 
of Lenin. ‘hore hé wrote his letters 
on the National Question against Sta- 
lin, letters that Trotsky suppressed 
and is e¢till suppressing. There he 
stated his policy for tho removal of 
Stalin which policy Trotsky opposed 
then, "I am against removing Stalin 
cesecea’ Cue teOtskva Mi lEreie ome ssa), 
and politically opposes today. The 
policy Lenin laid dowm in his sick- 
room its fundamentally the policy today 
gut out the Stalinist cancer which 
is eating at the vitals of the first 
workers State and the international pro 
letariat! Organize a powerful camp- 
aign of exposure of Stalin, and of his 
chief target and lightning-rol, Trotay. 
Only by breaking the Stalinist Comin- 
tern in at least one important country 
- France, United States, Soviet Union, 
China or sane other - can the paraydis 
induced by the Stalinist devastating 
disease be broken and the world prole~ 
ariat, limh by limb, released to 
fight its class enemy, the bourgeoisie. 
The broaking of Stalinism in one im 
portunt country will cause it to tot- 
ter at home. There will be no need 
then for an isolated action of wrest 
ing tke eastern Ukraine from the boot 
of Stalin, since Europe and the entire 
world will be rising on new found— 
ations ~— the international Soviet 


State. 
* 
In connection with Trotsky's 
subtle concoction on the Ulraine, it 


is important to examine the positim 
taken by Hugo Oehler and his group, 
the Revolutionary Workers League, in 
an article in The Marxist of July 1939, 
“An Answer to Leon Trotsky and Others," 
in which they "refute" Trotsky an this 


issue. Oehler offers himself to the 
workers as an Opponent of Trotsky 
along fundamental lines. Just how 


"fundamental" Oehler's opposition to 
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Trotsky really is can be gathered from 
the fact that, though history proves 
Trotsky was one of the original parti- 
Cipants in the Stalinist conspir acy 
in 1922-23, Oehler insists the Trotsky 
"opposition" represented the “Marxian 
Trunk" of the Stalinist Comintern ard 
that Trotsky was a Marxist up to 1934. 
It is only to be expected that, on tne 
basis of such a position, the Oehler- 
ites fail in their article to present a 
single particle of genuine exposure of 
Trotsky's fakery in the Ukrainian 
issue. In dealing with Trotsky's 
article in which Trotsky incautiously 
maxes thé astounding admission that ne 
has been withnolding Lenin's corres~ 
fondence on the national question for 
over 16 years, the Oehlorites make no 
mention of this damnable fact. That 
the Revolutionary Workers League pre- 
sents not a syllable of the historical 
material which proves Trotsky's com 
plicity in the Stalinist burocratiz~ 
ation of the Ukrtaine goes without say- 
ing. Wrapped up in their opportunist 
"mass line," the Oehlérites are not 
concerned with establishing historical 
fact. Not historical fact but the 
myth that Trotsky fought against Stal- 
inism is Oehler's "contribution" to 
the workers! understanding of the be- 
trayal of the Ukrainian toilers. fPre- 
senting no gemiine exposure of Trotsky, 
Oehler, palming himself off as a Marx 


ist, has to concoct issues on the basis 


of which to "combat" Trotsky. The 
Oehlerites restate in their own words 
what purports to be Trotsky's position 
as follows: "First the Soviet Ukraine 
must be freed from the rest of the So- 
viet Union, then we will have the pro- 
leturian revolution and unification of 
the rest of the Ukraine." (The Marxist, 
July 1939, pe Se Empnasis in the ori- 


ginal.) We do not find such implic- 
ation in Trotsky's article. On the 
contrary, when speaking of a united, 


and independent toilers' Ukraine Trot- 


sky says “This program is in irrecon- 
cilable contradiction first of all 


with the interests of the three impér- 
jalist powers, Poland Rumania and 
Kungary....The programof independenc ® 
for the Ukraine in the epoch of imper- 
jdalism is directly and indissolubly 
bound up with the program of the pro- 
letarian revolution." (My ermpha~ 
sis - G.M. 


Following this clear declaration 

Trotsky's remark on the oppres- 
sive internal regime in Stalin's Uk 
raine; then the following statement, 
yuoted by the Oehlerites: 


“omnes 


"In the face of sach an internal 
situation it is naturally impossible 
even to talk cf.Vestorh Ukraine vol- 
unéarily joining the U.S.S.R. as it 
is at present constituted. Conse 
yuently, the wnification ef the 
Ukraine presupposes freeing the so- 
called Seviet Ukraine from the 
Stalinist boot." (Our emphsis-G.M.) 


That Tratsky here discusses 
whether Western Ukraine would or would 
mot join the Stalinist Soviet Union 
after the Western Ukraine has freed 
itself from capitalist Poland and Hun- 
gary, is clear. How can one even be- 
gin to speak of the free will on the 
part of Vestern Ukraine inthe task of 
unification. of the Ukraine, if it con- 
tinue under the bloody heels of the 
Polish, Rumanian and Hungarian land- 
lords and capitaliets! But the Oenler- 
ites pick out in Trotsky's statement 
the word "presupposes" and assert that 
this negates Trotsky's foregoing de- 
claration that the question of inde- 
pencence of the Ukraine is bound up 
with the program of pralétarian revo-— 
lution. In the same article Trotsky 
Makes yet another clear statement: 
"The genuine eman¢ipation of the 
Ukrainian people is inconceivable with 
Out a revolution or a series of revo- 
lutions in the west......" Woe are not 
out to "defend" one opportunist against 
another; we are interested in estab— 
lishing facts as they are. It is ob- 
vious that the Qehlerites have seized 
upon Trotsky's cover-isaue, distorted 
certain meaning in it and then attack 
ed the digtortion to show their fol- 
lowers that they are "fighting" Trot- 
sky. This kind of trickery is typical 
of the opportunists. 


The Oehlerites! distortion natur- 
ally plays directly into Trotsky's 
hands, for in this case he goss not 
require a Shachtman to give a "Marxist" 
expkanation to an audience ef misin- 
formed workers of some subtle oppor~ 
tunist maneuver, like the French Turn 
or support to a bourgeois—reformist 
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labor party. The Oehlerites! distor- 
Sion is yuite transparont for any pol- 
1tically-mature worker tO SGC. 


The whole "fight" of Trotsky 
“Nagainst" Stalin and of Oehler 
"against" Trotsky with the fake issue 


kicked about as a football is remini-~ 
scent of the early days of tho Stalin- 


ization of the Comintern. Lovestone, 
Foster, Cannon, and the leaders of 
smaller cliyues wore at each othor's 
throat on issues that complotéy 


screened the steadily growing cancer 
in the Soviet Union and the Stalinist 
betrayals of one section of the world 
proletariat after another. 


me problem of the Ukraine as it 
is presented by Trotsky and his "op- 
ponents" the Oehlerites, diverts the 
workers! attention from the actual 
problem of the toilers of Frunce,China, 
America and of all otner comtries. 
The problem is to breuk the grip of 
Stalin's Comintern, which parades as a 
Bolshevik organization, uponghe deci- 
sive section of the world proletariat. 
The concrete need of the present is to 
uncover all the vitul fucts about the 
burocratic degeneration of tne first 
successful proletarian revolution to 
expose the participants in the Stal- 
inist burocratic development and tear 
away from the opportunists their mis- 
led fallowers, The fundamental cause 
for the present unprecedented wave of 
capitalist roaction, the Stalinist ro~ 
action within the proletariat, must be 
made clear to the workers. They must 
be brougat to the reulization that if 
Stalinism is not broken, then not only 
will there be no revolution in ay 
country, but on the contrary, every 
vestige of the gains the international 
proletariat has mde in the last hund- 
red and fifty years will be wiped out 
in toilers' blood by the bourgeoisie. 


Teach, explain, expose, wrost the 
workers from the clutches of Stalin, 
Trotsky, Lovestone,and other betrayers 
of tae masses - that is the problem of 
the international "Ukraine"! The ex— 
posure of the true nature of Stalinism, 
its method of preventing revolution as 
it is recorded in its horrible betray. 
als in Gormany, Cuinu, Spain — this 
is the problem before the workers. Tho 


tearing of the Bolshevik mask off Trot- 
sky's face through the camplete expo- 

sure: of his criminal role as the part- 

ner of the ronegade Stalin, as the be- 

trayer of Lemin and thé kmifer of the 

Georgian, Ukrainian, German and othor 

workers — this is part of the task of 
dostroying Stalinism of which Stalin- 

ist Trotskyism is but a political 

branch. md part of this general task 

is the cxposure of various Left Trot- 

skyists, Oehler, Field, Stamm and oth- 
ers who shield Trotsky, thus hiding 

tie truth about the rise and dev elop~ 
ment of the Stalinist reactim. 


There 4s no great difficulty in 
showing up Trotsky and Stalin once the 
facts are unearthed and placed side by 
side, revealing the picture of treach- 
ery, subtle hypocrisy, deception and 
crime. Oehlor, Stamm and Bield can be 
Basily exposed as distortors of tmth 
concerning Stalinism, particularly its 
Trotskyist angle. But it is infinito- 
ly more difficult to expose thom on 
tho basis of arguing against imaginory 
Situations or to expose their fake 
mass linc. And yot these aro their 
strongest means with which thoy blind 
a section of the vanguard. Many revo- 
lutionary workere imagino it possible 
to reach the masses in competition 
with Stalin's Comintern are fooled by 
the "mass, line” which really is no 
Mass line, for all the "“mass-lino" 
groups. Operate in the main among ade 
vanced workers. But it provides the 
Opportunist leaders, Trotsky and his 
Cannons, also his "opponents," the 
Oehlers, Stamas and Fields with a po- 
worful will o'the wisp to divert the 
workers from learning the tme history 
of the degeneration of the first suc- 
cossful proletarian revolution and 
from pursuing tho immediatc, cor rete 
task of gathering individual revolu~ 
tionists to form a nucleus of tho 
future Leninist Party and Leninist Ine 
ternational. The real revo lutionists 
will reestablish all the Marxist posi- 
tions on fundamental questions of the 
atruggle of the proletariat against 
its enemies, will pick up the line 
formulated by Lenin dring the last 
days of his political life and stand 


ing on this Bolshevik foundation will 
carry on relentlessly and indefatigab- 


ly until they acomplish the 
taske 


great 


August 1939 


HETTY FISHER - VICTIM OF DECEPTION 


By DieSis 


\ 

I x Socialist Appeal of Juno 30, 

4 1939 prints part of a statemont 
vy Betty Fisher, a former C. P. and 
Y.C.L. member who, no longor believing 
Stwlinigm to be a revolutionary agent, 
joins the Trotskyites whom she regards 
as tue "Growing Parade of hevolution- 
ists." 


"Mecont evonts,' she declared, 
‘have opened my eyes to the truth. 
The Commnist Party has renounced 
its militant past. It has become 
the tail of the New Deal kite. It 
has becoue a bulwark of the status 
yuo — 17 million wuneiployed, in- 
security, and the threat of Fuscism 
and war.'" (Socialist Appeal, June 
30, 1939, p. 5. Our emphasis.) 


The implications given here are 
that Stalinisui was in actuality at one 
time a revolutionary force, that it 
nas a revolutionary past, but that it 
Mus now renounced it through its sup 
port of "New Deal" bourgeois democrucy. 
Nothing is further from the truth. 
cut the truth awout what the past of 
the Stalinist Party actuallx is has 
boen concealed from Betty Fisher by 
Browder, by Trotsky and his Anerican 
hencumen, Cannon and Shachtman, by 
Lovastone and all those to whose bene~ 
fit it is to conceal this truth. Us 
minds of the Betty Fishers have been 
soO ciloroformed by them that reality 
is hidden from the worker groping for 
the truth. The history of the develop. 
ment of Stalinism and Trotsky's actual 
participating role in the Stalinist 
dc gereration are concealed from Betty 
Fishcr by Stalin and Trotsky alike. 


The American C.P. of which Betty 
Sisaer spoaks specifically has always 
veen an oOpportunist force. Its lead 
ership fron the very beginning pluyed 
alon, wita Stalin in the process of 
his usurpation of power in the first 


workers State. Stalin as early as 
1922 was already bribing leaders in 
the C.I. The present leadership which 


has veon in power, through Stalin's 
choice, since 1929 is an outright 
vicious arm of the Stalinist C.I. 


To one who is familiar with the 
leadership of the American Stalinist 
Party as it was and as it is today, it 
ig cnly necessary tO recall who have 
veen its leaders since the Party was 
organized. Among the first cliques to 
come into control of the CePeUeSehe 
was a Cannon-Lore-Foster—Olgin-Browder 
cob ination. The names speak for them 
selves. With the exception of Lore 
and Cannon who assumed different op- 
portunist forms, the above-mentioned 
agents of Stalinism are to this day 
the leading betrayors of the American 
workingclass. Perhaps this was the 
“militant past" of tho Stalinist party! 
Or perhaps it was during the Pepper- 
Lovegtone-Ruthenberg supremacy in 1925 
when Stalin, through his agent Gusev, 
switched the minority into a faithful 
majority which became the Peppor+Love- 
stone-Ruthenterg-Olgin-Cannon leader— 
ship. The mere fact that the foul ad 
venturer Pepper stood together with 
Lovestone at the head of the C.F. pre 
cludes the revolutionism of the Aneri- 
can Stalinist party during this period. 
Cr perhaps it was revolutionary in 
1928 wher Cannon and Co., tanling on 
Trotsky's return to power in the So- 
vist Union, became Trotskvites amd 
were expelled. Or when Lovesi:no and 
Co. were ousted by the centraiizatiom 
process and browder became tue ale 
mighty representative of Stalinism in 
Americal 


The Betty Fishers have ha: the 
truth about the American Steiinis t 
Party concealed from them ani wiin it 
the entire history of the Stalinige 
ation of the Russian Party and the c.I. 
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StaJin, it is obvious, must conceal 
from the workors the selecting and 
ousting of leadorships. The process 
which wont on in the American party 
was univorsal. Thus Stajin built Ais 


machine» The Olsins, Weinstones, 
Stacae]s, Bedachts, Garnessss, Ratha 
ways have no Loninist, miiltant past 


to renounce. From the day they onter- 
ed tuc Comintern they have always been 
seokers of posts of power. 


And while the machinations for 
power were going on in the Amoric- 
an Party, a political policy was being 
laid dom for the. workers to divert 
them from revolution. An ultra-Right- 
jst policy was being establisned at 
the Fourth Congress in November-—Decem 
ber 1962 by Zinoviev, Stalin and other 
burecrause Trotsky, Browder,Cannon, 
Lovestone all have in. conmon the 
necessity of concealing from the work- 
ers the truth about their participation 
in Stalin's first right zigzag. Trot 
sky must conceal his machinations with 
Zinoviev, Kamenev and Stalin. Cannon 
dees not speak of his own burocratic 
maneuvers With the corrupt John Pepper 
in 1923, of his alliance with Love— 
stone, with Weinstone, with tfoster~ 
prowder for the control of the Anori—— 
can section of tne Stalinist Inter- 
national during which maneuvers all 
were participating in Stalin's crimin- 
al betrayal of the German and other 
workers, and at the same time hounding 
Stalin’s chief scapegoat, Trotsky. The 
Hightist trap of supporting a "non- 
Commnist workers! government" was 
utilized to betray the German prolet- 
ariat in 1963 via a coalition with So 
cial Democracy, Tho Stalinist Brand- 
ler-Tnalheimer leadership which was in 
coasrol ot tie Gerian party (in the 
same process as had taken place in 
America) carriéd. out the line of the 
Stalinized Comintorn and participated 
as winisters in tne coalition govern- 
ment. betrayea the German warkers 
throvgh tao support of German bourge 
eois damocracy and wave given the en- 
thiziastic support by all tae leader- 
ships in the entire Stalintset Inter- 
national, including tae Anerican. The 
yea. 1924 saw a ahort Leftist period 
with rightist features in some count- 
ries, during which the Estionien and 
Bulgarian workers we1e betrayed 


through putschist methods. And then 
égain enother full Rightist zig¢zagz was 
iatroduced which lasted until 1929. 
The American C.P. controlled by Stalin 
and his usurping clique inthe Soviet 


Union, participated in these early 
lightist ziszacs by painting as 


friends of labor the "liberal" bourg- 
eois La Follottes and launching fake 
Farmer-Labor parties. 


Anerica in 1929 saw the introduce 
tion of the ultra-Loftist period which 
remained until after the German be~ 
trayal — 1933-34, The "militancy" of 
tho Amcrican Stalinist party and of 
its leadership remains wunparalleled. 
Miner, Nessin and Amter foucht the New 
York police force toa pulp. There 
was-no end to "militant" demonstra 
tions, marches upon the New York City 
Hall, attacks upon "social—fascism" 
which culminated in the disruption of 
the Socialist Madison Syuare Garden 
meeting in February 1954. Yet thero 
was no more vicious counter-revolution- 
ary forca within the American worling- 
Class than the Stalinist Party of the 
"Tuilitant past." 


In order +0 correct the illusion 
of Betty Fisher that the C.P. has a 
Leninist militant past and that onlg 
now has it ceased to be revolutionary 
because it has becane a"New Deal 
kite," Trotsky and Cannon would have 
to explain to her that this is not the 
first time that Stalinism has supporte 
ed bourgeois democracy; that even in 
its most "r.ilitant" phases Stalinism, 
in protecting its power in tho Soviet 
Union by preventing the spread of 
October, always supports the bovurg- 
eOisie. Trotsky and Cannon would hava 
to reveal to Botty Fisher their om 
rolo in this Stalinist degeneration; 


Trotsky his support of tho ultra 
Rightist line of the Fourth Congress 


in 1922, of his rejection of Lenin’s 
policy of removing Stalin. He would 
have to reveal his support of Stalin- 
ism from its very inception, axing of 
Stalinism only that he be cllowed to 
live and let live. In ordes to cleri- 
fy ths Betty MNishers about tle Stalin- 
ist betrayals one must explain cor- 
rectly the first onc, the Ccomintornts 
support of dourgoois democracy in.Ger~ 
many in 1923. But this neither Trot— 
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sky nor Cannon can do because thoy 
participated in this and every other 
betrayel of Stalinism by concealing 
the truth and the true nature and 
methods of Stalinism. 

Today the identical party is the 
chief misleader of the American work 
ers whica was so "militantly" fignuting 
the cops in 1932,wnich so “silitantly" 
called Roosevelt a Fascist, which 50 
"rilitantly" called almost every bourg~ 
eois liberal, Socialist, Trotskyist 
and Lovestoneite a fascist in order to 
conceal reality from its followers. If 
is the identical party wnica in the 
first wltra-ltight period of 1923 
worked to organize fake furmer-Lacor 
parties and in the "militant" ultra- 
Leftist 195< period condemned the Lave 
or Farty couception as fascist; which 
in the present ultra-Rightist period 
presents the ATL as honest and sincere 
and which in 1932 declared the AFL and 
its leaders to te Fascists. This 
party has nover renounced its past. It 
was corrupted with Stalinism from tne 
day it was born tut because Letty 
Fisher is not ,ernditted by Cannon and 


other oprortunists 0 see seyond a 
small part of a cortain phase of tne 
present Tightist zigzag, the rotven— 


ness Only seems to her to havo set in 
recently. 


And there comes a period as in 
the past whon Stalinism can no longer 
foed the ultra-Hisiitist muck to she 
proletariat. Without  wunderstariirg 
the real nature of Stalinism, workers 
begin to show resentment to its poli- 
cies. Then Stalinism covers up its 
betrayal with the gradual introduction 
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of another Leftist line. Because the 
Cannons and Lovestones carefully con~ 
ceal the truth from the workers, many 
of the unsuspecting betty Fishers will 
again sce a "militant" "Revolution— 
ary" line pursued by Stalinism. Roose- 
velt and the AFL will again bec one 
Fascists. gain all the betrayals by 
Stalinism .nd Scciul Democracy will be 
heaped upon the head of "social-—Fas- 
cists." And tho chief target will 
remain as ever, Trotsky,with Lovestone 
thrown in for g00d measure. 


the Betty Fishers, if their rovo- 
lutionary inclinations are not to be 
betrayed, must veware of opportunism 
in all its) forris. By joining the 
"Growing Parade of KHKevolutionis ts" 
Betty Fisher is marching out of one 
camp of opportunism into another. The 
Appeal reports that she "called wm 
all of her C.P. comrades to follow in 
her stops and join in the fight for a 
Socialist world." We hope that the 
honest members of the C.P. and of all 
the other opportunist traps hrealk with 
heir organizations and really join in 
he fight for a Socialist world — a 
Marxist fight of exposing all opportun- 
ism, Of reestablishing a Loninist 
party to lead the workers in that 
struggle and that they will not fall 
into tne error of Letty Fisher of un- 
consciously helping Trotsky to con- 


ceal his own true role and Stalin's 
exact iietnods in the betrayal of the 
proletariat in the past 17 years. 


Clarified, they will indeed take the 
Leninist road of throwing off opport~ 
unism and joining with Marxism — to 
fight for that Socialist world. 
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NOTICE T 


Beginning with the next issue, 


READERS 


his publication will appear under the name of:- 


THE BULLETIN 


of the 


Leninist Leaguc, Ue Se Ae 
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